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Sea Sunday July 11

Resources available for church activities, celebrations

Sea Sunday is an international day of prayer established by the British and International
Sailors Society. Today, it is promoted by BISS, Missions to Seamen and the Apostleship
of the Sea. The World Congress of the Apostleship of the Sea calls Catholics to ob-

Please remember seafarers

serve Sea Sunday this and every year. On Sea Sunday, we gather to remember all S E A
those who work at sea, and to reflect on the fact that nearly everything we consume
comes to us by ship. 95% of al world trade is transported by sea, and it is the seafarers

JULY 11 2004

who spend their lives bringing us those items which we need in order to live.

While these men and women are at sea, they away from their loved ones and their
church. Many of these seafarers are Catholic. When they are at seafor 9 months at a
time, they are often consequently away from the sacraments of the church for 9
months. However this need not be. An active AOS ministry in their port, can connect
them to the sacraments. Therefore the work of the Apostleship of the Seain their ports
of cdl is crucia, yet many of our own clergy and laity do not know about the ministry,
or realize the depth of it.

Sea Sunday is awonderful opportunity to educate and promote maritime ministry to al
those in our parishes and dioceses. There is a wealth of materials which can be used for
the celebration of Sea Sunday. For more information or for the " Star of the Sea Mass'
propers, contact Fr. Sinclair Oubre. (E-mail him at sinclair@pernet.net.)

National Maritime Day observed acr oss
U.S. with memorials, celebrations

Across the country, mariners, thier contributions of merchant marinersin
families, and those involved in rdated fields the defense of this nation and in enhanc-
observed Nationa Maritime Day, May 22. ing the strength of its economy through

Programs honoring mariners featured water borne commerce.

celebrations of the contributions made to the National Maritime Day provides an

common life and work by seafarers. The opportunity to draw attention to the work

sacrifices that have accompanied those of mariners and increase public aware-

efforts were aso remembered in memorias  ness of the vita jobs they do. It dso

to the many who have died at seaand in provides a time for recognizing those

maritime service. within the maritime community for their
Ana Maria Lopez, wife of Daniel Lopez, |1 Washington, D.C., President Bush dedication and a time to mourn those who
Chief Mate of Lee IIl, which went down in  iSSued a proclamation recognizing the have died.

February 2004 with all hands.
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Maritime Day and Sea Sunday

In thisissue of Catholic Maritime News, we bring you the
president's National Maritime Day Proclamation. Aspresi-
dents before him, President Bush recognizes the contribu-
tion of our merchant marine, and the importance our
domestic maritime industry has in our national economic
devel opment.

In addition, we are reprinting two articles that have been
passed to usfrom theSeafar ersLog. They report onissues
that are affecting our retired marienrs, and those U.S.
merchant mariners who sail today.

Our cover story remindsour readersthat the second Sunday
in uly isSea Sunday. Asin past years, Apostleship of the
Sea - England and Wales, Mission to Seafarers and the
British and International Seafarer Society have collabo-
rated in producing outstanding materialsthat can beused in
Catholic and ecumenical services.

We strongly encourage you to make plansto have aspecial
Mass or prayer service for Sea Sunday. For three years,
we in the Diocese of Beaumont have celebrated Sea
Sunday using the Mass of Our Lady Star of the Sea
However, before using these special propers for a Sunday
Mass, remember that you need to get explicit premission
fromyour ordinary to substitutethese propersin placeof the
Sunday liturgy.

Findly, | want to ask you to remember in your prayersthe
cadets and midshipmen who are graduating this year from
our seven state and national maritime academies. Please
pray that al these young men and women will be great
officers for the men and women they will command.

Please Pray for:
Graduates of the seven merchant marine academies;
graduation dates are listed below.

U.S. Merchant Marine Academy - June 21

California Maritime Academy - May 1

Gresat Lakes Maritime Academy - May 8

Maine Maritime Academy - May 3

M assachusetts Maritime Academy - June 19

New Y ork Maritime Academy - May

Texas Maritime Academy - May 15

Repose of the souls of:
Gerald L. Loft, Cmdr. USNR (retired),
father of Carol Waud, AOS-Sezattle
Thuan Binh Le, Port Arthur shrimper
Mary Nell Daw, retired NM U steward and Port Arthur Seafarers
Center volunteer
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National Maritime Day, 2004
by The President of the United States of America
a Proclamation

National Maritime Day provides an opportunity to recognize the men and women of the United States Merchant Marine
and their contributions to our national security and economic strength.

Since they first offered their ships and services to assist the Continental Navy in our struggle for independence, to their
distinguished service in World War I, merchant mariners have courageously sacrificed to protect our country and defend
our freedoms. In 1936, America recognized the contributions of these patriots and established the U.S. Merchant Marine
“as a naval or military auxiliary in time of war or national emergency.” Today, merchant mariners are delivering essential
supplies and equipment to our troops in Iraq and bravely serving the cause of liberty. They continue to play an important
role in our Nation’s efforts to advance democracy, peace, and freedom around the world, and we are grateful for their
dedication.

Merchant mariners also contribute significantly to the U.S. maritime transportation system. More than 95 percent of non-
North American trade enters our country through our seaports. These ports handle more than $740 billion and 2 billion
tons of domestic and international freight each year. Those in the maritime industry, including merchant mariners,
enhance waterborne commerce and help promote America’s economic growth.

Today, we honor the courage, determination, and service of our Nation’s merchant mariners and remember the many
who have given their lives in defense of our country. Their work reflects the patriotism and devotion to duty that make
America great.

In recognition of the importance of the U.S. Merchant Marine, the Congress, by joint resolution approved on May 20,
1933, as amended, has designated May 22 of each year as “National Maritime Day,” and has authorized and requested
that the President issue an annual proclamation calling for its appropriate observance.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States of America, do hereby proclaim May 22,
2004, as National Maritime Day. | call upon the people of the United States to celebrate this observance and to display
the flag of the United States at their homes and in their communities. | also request that all ships sailing under the
American flag dress ship on that day.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, | have hereunto set my hand this twenty-first day of May, in the year of our Lord two thousand

four, and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-eighth.

GEORGE W. BUSH

AOS National Director participatesin National Maritime Day service

Reverend Fr. John A. Jamnicky, National Director of
the Apostleship of the Seg, participated in this year's
Nationa Maritime Day Merchant Marine Memorial
Service in Washington, D.C.

The service, organized by the U.S. Maritime Adminis-
tration, was held May 20 at the U.S. Navy Memoridl. In
recognition of the 60th anniversary of D-Day, the program
also featured a presentation of the Merchant Marines role
in that event.

Fr. Jamnicky gave the invocation and benediction at the

service. He holds a U.S. merchant mariner document and
has been involved in People on the Move Apostolates
since 1980. The Apostleship of the Seais part of the U.S.
Conference of Catholic Bishops.

The program featured special music aswell. A requiem
solo, entitled "The Whispers of the Sea," was composed
specificaly for Maritime Day 2004 by Washington-based
composer Philip Momchilovich.

For more information, vist the Maritime
Administration's website at www.marad.dot.gov.
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|L O adoptsfingerprinting for seafarers

anew “biometric” identity verification system for some 1.2 million mari-
time workers who handle 90 per cent of the world’ s trade.

HYPERLINK
http://ww.mmail.com.my/Current_News/BTimesMon-
day/L ogisticsWeek/20040411234422/Article/

April 12 2004

IN A far reaching development that further contributes to
the growing demand for stronger security measuresin the
high seas and in the world ports, the International Labour
Organisation (ILO) has taken a major step by adopting a
new “biometric” identity verification system for some

1.2 million maritime workerswho handle 90 per cent of the
world' s trade.

The new measureisessentid for theimplementation of the
revised seafarers identity documents convention adopted
by the ILO last June.

The new biometric standard is aimed at providing a more
rigorous responseto the need for increased security among
seafarers in the wake of the September 11 2001 terrorist
attacks in the US.

The new ILO convention will aso protect the rights of

thel.2 million seafarersworldwide, most of whom arefrom
developing countries.

“This new measure brings the most modern eectronic

identity technol ogy totheuncharted watersof security inthe
high seas,” said Cleopatra Doumbia-Henry, director of the
ILO programme responsible for the measure, over the
weekend.

“Thisis important since in these uncertain times, ensuring
the security of seafarers and the ships they work on is
crucid to the continued smooth flow of world trade”

Doumbia-Henry said.

The new globa standard will dlow for the use of a
“biometric template” for turning two seafarersfingerprints
into an internationally standardised 2-D barcode on the
seafarer’ s identity document (SID).

Employers and workers groups, and amgjority of govern-

ments represented at the governing body supported the
immediate approva of a new standard as a matter of

urgency to meet new security measures aready being
imposed on seafarers worldwide.

Asaresult of thelLO’ sgoverning body decision, countries
can proceed with immediate ratification of convention No.

185.

All ratifying countries will be able to issue new SID that
conforms to the requirements specified in ILO SID-0002
finger minuti ae-based biometric profilefor seafarers’ iden-

tity documents.

Adhering to the standard will enable biometric verification
of seafarerspresenting aSID asthey travel the globe doing
their job.

The decision by ILO comes after months of negotiations
and discussons on both the technica features and the
economic aswell as palitical implications for ILO member
states.

ILO accepted the proposal of aminutiae-based method for
fingerprint template creation, truncation, and barcode stor-
age.

The prioritised biometric profile, ILO SID-0002, will be
submitted as a technical report to the International
Organisation for Standardisation (1SO) in support of ongo-
ing collaboration with SO and the Internationd Civil Avia
tion Organisation ontheissueof internationa standardisation
of the SID.

The new convention will replace the convention on seafar-
ers identity documents No. 108 (1958) and, will be effec-
tive as soon as two countries have ratified it.

Piracy dangersincreasing
By Kevin Flaherty Catholic News Service

MANCHESTER, England (CNS) -- Piracy onthehigh seas
isontheincrease, adding to the danger faced by theworld's
seafarers, according to areport published in mid-March.

The Annual Piracy Report fromthelnternational Marine
Bureauin Singaporeshowsthat 21 seafarersdiedin attacks
during 2003 -- more than double the desth toll in 2002.
Nearly 90 wereinjured and nearly 360 were taken hostage.

"On some trade routes the threat of piracy is huge, and
we're not just talking about remote areas of theworld," said
Chris York, national director of the English and Welsh
bishops Apostleship of the Sea. TheMdacca Strait, linking
theIndian and Pecific oceans, "isoneof thebusiest shipping
routes yet remains a piracy hot spot,” he said.

Y ork said the threat of piracy was"yet another stressto
thelivesof international seafarerswho aready facealitany
of dangers and suffering in their jobs transporting as much
as 95 percent of thegoodsand resourcesweall useandrely
on."

York said piracy is not like that depicted in the movies.

"Thesedayspiratesuse machinegunsand machetes,”" he
said."Theleve of violenceisincreasing year onyear. More
ships, more lives and more trade (are) being affected, yet

Continued on the next page.
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Memorial Planned to Meredith Victory Capt., NMU Crew

The Korean monks of St. Paul’s Abbey in Newton, N.J.
are raising funds for the building of a monument to be
dedicated Oct. 14, 2004 for the rescue of 14,000 Korean
refugees by Captain Leonard P. LaRue, master aboard
the Meredith Victory and the ship’s officers and NMU
crew. The ceremonies are scheduled to take place on the
third anniversary of the captain’s death.

The two-fold story behind this effort is an interesting and
uplifting one that was brought to the attention of the
Seafarers LOG by Charles P. Thole, aretired member of
the Marine Engineers Beneficial Association who lives
in Newton.

The Korean Conflict

The first part of the story occurred during the Korean
Conflict, when the 455-foot Meredith Victory, operated
by Moore-McCormack Lines under charter to the
Military Sea Transportation Service with Capt. LaRue at
the helm, was carrying supplies to American servicemen
in Korea on behalf of the Navy. Three days before
Christmas in 1950, the vessel—a ong with about 200
other American ships—was summoned to the North
Korean port of Hungnam to evacuate American and
South Korean marines and soldiers as well as more than
90,000 North Korean civilians.

Capt. LaRue saw refugees thronging the docks, carrying
everything they could in their flight from Communist
troops. He ordered his crew of 47 to begin loading them
onto the vessal until it could hold no more. There were
14,000 crammed into the five cargo holds and covering
the entire main deck of a freighter that was designed to
hold 60 persons, and set sail for the port of Pusanin
South Korea, 28 hours away—a treacherous voyage
through the heavily mined Sea of Japan, which was being
patrolled by enemy submarines. The ship aso was
carrying 300 tons of jet fuel in 52-galon drums.

Continued from the previous page.

still there is no concerted effort by governments to protect
shipping lanes.”

Alexander King, the apostleship's media director, said
piracy has an impact on shipping owners and insurers; he
raised the possibility of an environmenta disaster.

"Twenty percent of ships boarded last year were tank-
ers. It's only a matter of time before an attack results in
devastating pollution of the marine environment,” he said.

King said that part of the gpostleship's mission involves
making seafarers and their predicament visble to the
community.

"We can't take what they do for us, the sacrifices they
make and the dangers they face, for granted,” he said.

Food and water were scarce and sanitary conditions
were deplorable, but the freighter eventually arrived in
Pusan, only to be turned away by Korean officials who
were inundated with other refugees. They were told to
head for the idand of Koje Do, 50 miles awvay. They
arrived there on Christmas day, but the port was too
small and crowded, so the refugees had to wait on board
another night at sea until Navy LSTsfindly were able to
transport the refugees from the ship to the shore.

In the ship’slog, Capt. LaRue wrote: “The nearness of
Christmas carries my thoughts to the Holy Family—how
they, too, were cold and without shelter.”

The amazing part of this journey was that not one
refugee died in the evacuation and, in fact, five babies
were born during the harsh voyage!

Capt. LaRue, a Philadelphia native and veteran of World
War Il merchant marine operations in the Atlantic,
remained in command of the Meredith Victory until it
was decommissioned in 1952. In 1960, he was awarded
the Meritorious Service Medal, the Merchant Marine's
highest honor. He also received many citations from the
governments of America and South Korea for his rescue,
and the freighter was designated a Gallant Ship by
Congress. The ship was put back in service in 1966 for
service in the Vietham War. It was finally sold for scrap
on Oct. 1, 1993.

In 1954, the captain, dways a religious man, retired from
seafaring life and, under the name of Brother Marinus,
joined the Benedictine monks at St. Paul’s Abbey, where
he lived until his death at 87 in October 2001.

In an obituary printed in The New York Times, they
quoted Capt. LaRue' s view of the rescue as aturning
point in hislife. “1 think often of that voyage. | think of
how such a small vesseal was able to hold so many
persons and surmount endless perils without harm to a
soul. The clear, unmistakable message comes to me that
on that Chrissmastide, in the bleak and bitter waters off
the shores of Korea, God' s own hand was at the helm of
my ship.”

The Korean Monks

The second part of the story pertains to the arrival of the
Korean monks at St. Paul’s Abbey.

In 1949, after Korea was divided, the Communists closed
the monasteries in North Korea and killed or imprisoned
the monks. Some managed to escape and make their
way south. One monk, who had taken home leave from
his abbey in Korea, stayed at St. Paul’s Abbey until
1951, when he was asked to return to Korea to gather up
the monks and start a new monastery. With the help of

Continued on the next page.
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L ettersto AOS USA

Letter from
Cardinal Hamao

Reverend and dear Father Oubre,

Thank you for sending to the Pontifica Council the
recently published “Cruise Ship Manual” by AOS-USA.
| appreciate the efforts being made by AOS-USA to
organize the Cruise Ship Ministry in the United States
and to help the chaplains fulfill their mandate.

| dso understand this Manual is afirst draft liable to
changes and additions and should we have suggestions
we shdll certainly forward them to you, in the near
future.

With best regards,

Yours sincerely in Christ

Cardind Stephen Fumio Hamao, President

+ Archbishop Agostino Marchetto, Secretary

Letter from
AOS-Philippines

Greetings and best wishes from the Port of Davao....

All our co-workersinthe Port of Cebu are happy to learnthat
the write-up on their new Stella Maris Seafarers Center will
be published in the Catholic Maritime News.

They have worked hard to make this new Center in Cebu a
redlity.

While happy that the new Center isaredlity, weherein AOS-
Philippines are a bit embarrassed knowing that our nation,

which supplies the most Maritime Professionds to the Mari-
timefleets of theworld, hasonly eight Port Chaplainsand two
permanent and well equipped Seafarers Centers. one here on
Davao and the new onein Cebu. We could useabout 15 more
such Centers to meet the need. Imagine, there are over 405
public & private ports around the country.

Six of our AOS Port Chaplainshave small, makeshift facilities
which we call "Stella Maris Seafarers Stations' but they are
woefully inadequate in view of the need.

We are happy though that, even with the facilities that we do
have, there are groups of Seafarers families which make a
tremendous and much needed contribution to our Maritime
Ministry: volunteering for ship visitations, preparing for small
birthday celebrationsfor the Filipino and foreign Seafarerswe
get to know from frequent visits to our Centers, caroling on
board the ships at Christmas, and arranging to celebrate some
of thenationa holidays of the non-Filipinoswhovisit our ports.
Allin dl, thereisrardy adull moment in this ministry.

We ask your prayers for the more than 40 Filipino Seafarers
who have died in recent accidentsin Norway, off the Virginia
coast and those lost in the Passenger Ferry accident here at
home. One of those lost was Mrs. Marife Cave, the 32 old
mother of threeyoung chiidren. Shewas"replacingfor that trip
only" another 2nd Engineer who got sick at the last minute as
the ship was about to sail. Adding to the tragedy was the fact
that her husband was killed near their home two weeks later
by men presumed to be robbers trying to get the insurance
money paid for hiswife's death.

That's it for now. Peace, good health and every blessing...

Fr. Jack Walsh in the Port of Davao...

Continued from the previous page.

U.S. Army chaplains, a new monastery was established at
Waegwan, South Korea and became very successful.
Meanwhile, St. Paul’s Abbey started to decline as some of
the older monks began to die off and no new ones took their
places. In the summer of 2000, it was decided that St.

Paul’ s Abbey would have to close. But the very next
year—just two days before Brother Marinus died—the
abbot at Waegwan agreed to send monks to St. Paul’s. And
in 2002, the Koreans formally took over the operation of the
Newton, N.J. abbey. Since their arrival, they have been
working very hard to improve the grounds and repair the
deteriorating buildings. They al know about the rescue of
the Koreans and the role Brother Marinus played—and
want to build a monument commemorating that event.

The monks have a theme: “Brother Marinus saved the

Korean people. Now the Koreans are going to save the
monastery.”

In addition to planning the monument and seeking contribu-
tions, the monks have a book for sale that tells the story of
the Meredith Victory. It describes the rescue as well as the
suffering of the Korean people and their strong desire for
freedom. “ Ship of Miracles,” with aforeword written by
former Secretary of State Alexander Haig Jr., isfor sae
($28.83, which includes tax and shipping).

Contributions for the building of the monument, or checks
for the purchase of the book, may be sent to St. Paul’s
Abbey, P.O. Box 7, Newton, NJ 07860. The telephone
number is (973) 383-2470. Be sure to indicate that the
contribution is for the building of the monument. In addition,
please list the name of the organization to which you belong.
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AOSWorkerswitness Holy Spirit at work in San Diego

by Alex Sanchez, AOS USA Associate Member, AOS-San Diego
San Diego, CA- On March 21, 2004 Palm Sunday, | picked up
Holy Communion from Father Brown of the Virgen de Guada upe
Catholic Church in Logan. | carried the Most Holy Sacrament
onboard the MV Dole Costa Rica March 23, 2004, a Tuesday. |
gathered the crew in ship’s lounge and had them read out loud
the Readings and the Gospel of March 21, 2004. Pope John Paul 11
granted the dispensation to the Seafarersin his Apostolic Letter,
“Motu propio”, March 31, 2001. The Gospel was Jesus' parable
concerning forgiveness as he presented that theme with his story
about the Prodigal Son.

| gave ashort reflection on it and distributed Holy Communion to
the crew membersthat were prepared. Of course, even then, we
recited the act of contrition and | reminded them they must see a
Priest at the first opportunity. April 13, 2004, a Tuesday, Father Ed
Llevaand | weretaking at the Seafarer Center when a Seafarer by
the name of Juan Ernesto Jurado Rodriguez entered the Center
and asked to speak with me.

His conversation was conducted in Spanish with him saying
how much he appreciated the March 23, 2004 Catholic Service. He
said he was anxious to see me as he waited to return to San Diego.
And, he asked meif | remember him as the one that was not
praying with us on his ship’slast visit to San Diego, and he
explained that he did not know the prayers because he was not a
Catholic but that he was a Pentecostal. He explained how his
Father had brought up all his children in the Pentecostal religion
and he was baptized by Pentecostals when he was 16 years old.

He then told me that when he participated in the March 23
Catholic Service on board the MV Dole Costa Rica he felt that he
had to come back to God. Juan related how
8 years ago he had lost adaughter. His daughter was 13 years old
and she died. Juan felt God had taken her from him for no good
reason and her death was amystery to him. He alleged that his
daughter was not sick and there was no physical reason for her
dying so suddenly, and because of it, he had blamed God all
these years.

| told him | did not believe that God took children that way. |
told him that many times we blame God for things that go wrong
inour lives but that we should not blame God. When bad things
happen here on Earth they happen here on Earth and He does not
make bad things happen. “Finaly, | told him, “that is why Jesus
gave up Hislifefor us’. Juan agreed with me.

Juan continued with his story about his daughter. Juan was
teary eyed but being the macho that heis, he did not cry, but
rather was very pensive and sadness was overtaking him.

| asked him, “What do you want, how can we help you”, and
he stated that he did not know how to pray. | asked him if he
wanted meto pray with him but instead... he responded,.. “Y o
quiero ser Catolico”that is he wanted to become a Cathalic.

| told him that the Holy Bible shows that the Catholic Church
was founded by Jesus Christ and Pope John Paul 11’ s appoint-
ment in that respect can be factually traced to Saint Peter the
Apostle who was appointed by Jesus Christ to do Hiswork in His
Name.

Juan interrupted me and said that he knew that the word Peter

meant Rock because he read that in the Bible. | agreed and Father
Eddie Lleva agreed with Juan.

We talked some more and since Father Eddie LIeva partici-
pated in my discussion with Juan, we both asked him if hereally
wanted to become a Cathalic.

Juan confirmed that he wanted to be a Catholic and that his
brothers in Ecuador had married Catholic women and that his
brothers attended Mass on Sundays with their wives. He said his
brothers did not participate in the Sacrament of Holy Communion.
He added that his wife was Catholic too but that he had refused
going to Mass with her. But now he wanted to not just go to
Mass...he wanted to become a Catholic and that he would go to
Masswith hiswife and children.

| then asked Father Eddie Llevaif he would prepare Juan to
be a Catholic and Father Llevawas so happy he jumped out of his
seat and asked Juan if that was agreeabl e that he could prepare
him. Juan, without any hesitation and now with abig wide smile
on hisface, responded with aresounding, “Si.” Meaning... “Yes’.

At that moment | felt the presence of the Holy Spirit in the
StellaMaris Seafarer Center in San Diego, and so did Father Eddie
Lleva

| was really happy at that moment because in his Apostolic
Letter, “Motu propio” Pope John Paul 11 established the guide-
linesfor the Maritime Apostolate that isthe Ministry to Seafarers
and it is called Apostleship of the Sea. The Pope asked uswho
areinvolved with Seafarers (Priests, Deacons, and Lay Eucharistic
Ministers) to attend to their (Seafarers) spiritual and physical
needs through advocacy and to the service of the Sacraments.
Lay Eucharistic Ministers are only to provide already consecrated
Holy Communionsin the absence of Priests and Deacons.

But, then | was thinking ahead after Juan agreed to allow
Father Eddie Llevato prepare him for hisjourney with God in the
Catholic Church, “who would Juan want to be his* Godfather?’
Assoon as | asked Juan that question...Father Eddie Lleva, his
eyes where happy with joy, stood up from his seat again and
asked Juan, “1 will prepare you for baptism” and | would like to be
your Godfather if you will alow it. Juan also stood up from his
seat and gave Father Eddie Llevaahug and Juan said yes | want
you to be my “Padrino”:...padrino is Spanish for Godfather. | felt
alittle jealous that | did not think of offering myself to be the
Godfather but that little misstep was overcome with agreat joy for
what had just transpired at the Seafarer Center.

MV Dole Costa Rica is one of three Dole Cargo ships that
visit San Diego bringing fruits, mostly bananas from Equador and
CostaRica. The cycle of navigation for the shipsrunslikethis:
oneisloading its cargo in South America, oneisdischarging its
cargo in San Diego, while the third one is either at seain route or
preparing to sail ... either way.

Father Eddie Lleva gave Juan instructions and promised to have
books for him to study in his preparation for Baptism on his next
visit. So, our planisfor Father Eddie Llevato Baptize Juan in our
little Chapel at the StellaMaris Seafarer Center. Why, we may just
invite the Bishop!!

God doeswork in mysterious ways! Blessed be God forever!
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Upcoming Events For Maritime Ministry

July 11, 2004
Sea Sunday

July 25-26, 2004
NAMMA Conference, New Orleans, La.

July 28-August 2, 2004
Internationa Christian Maritime Association Ninth
Plenary Conference, New Orleans, La.

September 25, 2004
World Maritime Day

October 25-27 (tentative)
AOSUSA Board Mesting at CdiforniaMaritime Academy

Gulf Coast Marinersnote AOSeffortson visas
InaMay 6 report, the Gulf Coast Mariners Association,
based in Houma, Louisiana, noted the efforts of AOS USA
President, Fr. Sinclair Oubre, ontheissueof crew list visas.
For a copy of the report, contact the GCMA at (985) 879-
3866 and request Report # R-397.
www.gulfcoastmariners.org

Texansstart new mariner club - FRAM

A group of merchant marinersin Texasisorganizing a
new club, called Free Riding American Mariners. Accord-
ingto club president Capt. Michael AllenandclubVPRaph
Treadway, the purpose of the club is social and being a
support for members.
Many club membersown motorcycles, and charity ridesare
part of the club's planned activities, but it isnot required that
members ride or even own a bike. For more information,
contact Capt. Allen at (772) 708-4335



