BY-LAWS OF THE

APOSTLESHIP OF THE SEA OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

(AOS-USA)

I.
MEMBERSHIP DUES STRUCTURE

Membership Dues shall be as follows: 



a.  Pastoral Members 



$60.00 



b.  Cruise Ship Priest Members 

$60.00 



c.  Mariner Members 




i.  Mariner Members 


$60.00 




ii. Student Mariner Members

$  5.00 



d.  Associate Members 


$60.00 



e.  Affiliate Members 



$35.00 



f.   Honorary members are exempt from paying dues.

All Members shall receive an AOS-USA membership identification card and a subscription to the Catholic Maritime News. All members shall be invited to participate in the aosusa yahoo discussion group and be invited to subscribe to AOS-USA Maritime E-News.

Voting Members shall receive all official minutes and proceedings of the organization. 

II. 
TREASURER 

a.  The Treasurer shall be bonded at the expense of the Organization and is responsible for 

seeing that this is done. 

b.  AOS-USA authorizes the Treasurer, President, and National Director to sign checks on 

its behalf. 

c.  Any board member or committee member who faces an over-budget expense must get 

the approval of the President or the National Director, who will then inform the 

Treasurer.

III.
 SECRETARY 

a.  The Secretary shall be responsible for publishing the agenda for board meetings. The agenda may be published by electronic mail or postal mail.

b.  The Secretary shall take the minutes of the meetings of the Administrative Board, publish these to the members of the Administrative Board, and archive the minutes with the Secretary General.

IV.
 SECRETARY GENERAL  AND  OTHER STAFF

a.
AOS-USA will employ a Secretary General to staff its national office. The Secretary General 

will function under the supervision of the President and the National Director. 

b.
The apostleship may employ such additional staff as is necessary to complete the tasks and duties of the association.  

c,
All legal and financial obligations incumbent on the AOS-USA for its staff position(s) will be dutifully fulfilled.

d.
The Secretary General shall be responsible for sending dues notices and issuing membership identification cards. The dues notices shall be sent no later than November first (1) of the previous year. 

The Secretary shall maintain an annual membership list. 

e.
The Secretary General shall maintain for internal use an up-to-date list of members according to their class of membership. 

f.
The Secretary General shall notify the Treasurer of new members and dues received. 

g.
The Secretary General shall communicate with the cruise ship lines as needed for the cruise ship ministry program to function efficiently and to grow steadily, so that pastoral ministry may increasingly be available to those who work on and recreate on the seas and inland waterways.

V.
 VOTING 

a.  Dues to AOS-USA must be paid at the time of certification of the electorate in order to 

vote. 

b.  AOS-USA dues must be paid prior to the beginning of the annual meeting in order to 

vote. 

VI.
 SEXUAL HARASSMENT AWARENESS 

All members of AOS-USA are expected to be sensitive to issues of sexual abuse and harassment awareness. 

VII.
 REMOVAL OF OFFICERS OR ADMINISTRATIVE BOARD MEMBERS

Any elected Officer or Administrative Board Member will be dismissed for two (2) unexcused absences. In addition, the board may dismiss any elected officer or board member for serious 

malfeasance by a two-thirds majority vote of those present. 

VIII.
 LIMITATIONS

No Member or Officer of the Organization may speak officially for the Apostleship of the Sea of the United States of America without the approval of the President, the National Director, or the Administrative Board. 

IX.
 PRAYER

All Members of the AOS-USA are expected to show concern for each other through 

prayer: prayers for the welfare of seafarers in general, and for the salvation of all members 

in particular.

X. 
AMENDMENT

The By-Laws can be amended by a majority vote of the Administrative Board.
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