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Focus On...Seafarers’ Rights
UK Reaffirms Plan to Ratify ILO 

“Seafarer Bill of Rights”
IMO Adopts Guidelines of Fair 

Treatment of Seafarers
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Reprinted with permission from Lloyd’s List
THE UK has reaffirmed its commitment to ratify the new Inter-

national Labour Organisation superconvention on seafarers rights 
as soon as UK law is brought up to date, writes Julian Bray .

UK shipping minister Stephen Ladyman said this week that the 
government would sign up to the ground-breaking ‘seafarers bill of 
rights’ as it has been dubbed, but cautioned that bringing UK law 
into line could take a further four to five years.

“We are committed to the ratification as soon as existing law and 
practice can be brought into line,” he told a seminar on seafarers’ 
welfare organised by The Mission to Seafar-
ers in London.

The ILO’s consolidated maritime conven-
tion was agreed in February this year after 
five years of talks between governments, 
shipowners and trade unions. It amalgamates 
decades-worth of ILO conventions into a 
single legal instrument.

Although heralded as a breakthrough, it will 
only enter into force after a relatively large 
number of countries representing around a third of world tonnage 
sign up.

UK law needs updating in several key areas before the conven-
tion can be ratified, Dr Ladyman said, particularly surrounding the 
repatriation of seafarers, and the new certification and inspection 
regime.

However, he warned that the process would be “four to five 
years before we can fully ratify the convention”. He pledged that 
the government would not use these complexities as an excuse to 
shelve the project. “I promise that we will not let the grass grow 
under our feet,” he added.

Delegates welcomed Dr Ladyman’s comments, and accepted that 
it would be better to ratify the convention correctly, rather than 
rushing it through without due consideration for legal details as 
some countries are feared to have done.

Guidelines on fair treatment of seafarers in the event of a maritime 
accident were adopted by the IMO’s Legal Committee in April. 
Copies of these new guidelines can be obtained from the IMO or 
from the President of AOS-USA at sinclair@pernet.net. 

The guidelines, developed by a Joint IMO/ILO Ad Hoc Expert 
Working Group on the Fair Treatment of Seafarers in the Event 
of a Maritime Accident, have also been adopted by the ILO Gov-
erning Body.

The objective of the guidelines is to ensure that seafarers are 
treated fairly following a maritime accident and during any inves-

tigation and detention by public authorities and 
that detention is for no longer than necessary. 
Seafarers are recognized as a special category 
of worker, the guidelines state. Given the 
global nature of the shipping industry and the 
different jurisdictions with which they may be 
brought into contact, they need special pro-
tection, especially in relation to contact with 
public authorities. The guidelines recommend 
that they be observed in all instances where 
seafarers may be detained by public authorities 

in the event of a maritime accident.
The Guidelines give advice on steps to be taken by all those who 

may be involved following an incident: the port or coastal State, flag 
State, the seafarer’s State, the shipowner and seafarers themselves. 
The emphasis is on co-operation and communication between 
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Please Pray for:
- Repose of the souls of those lost in the ýre on the 

tugboat Miss Megan.
- Prayers for the crewmember severely burned by hot 

oil while working on a settling tank on the Eagle Cataris.
The US Coast Guard conducted a medical evacuation of a 
crewmember from the tanker, located in the Gulf of Mexico 
near Galveston.

- Repose of the souls of the six people killed and 
healing for the nine wounded in the explosion on the 

Pemex-owned product tanker Quetzalcoatl, in the Mexican 
port of Coatzacoalcos.

- Repose of the soul of Shannon Rider, sister of AOS 
USA Secretary General Doreen Badeaux. Pray also for her 
family, her husband, Scott, and their three children.

- Repose of the soul of Associate Member Pat Nemicôs 
sister, Elizabeth, and comfort for her family.

- CMN subscriber request: ñPray that my children and 
grandchildren grow stronger in their Catholic faith and 
receive many graces and blessings.ò
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Don’t Forget the Seafarer Factor in 
Port Security!

Following our Winter Administrative Board 
Meeting at the Seafarers International House in 
New York, I had the opportunity to attend the 
Maritime Security Expo 2006 at the Jacob Javits 
Convention Center in Manhattan. 

More than one hundred vendors lined the 
exhibition hall, and panel discussions were 
held on the challenges facing maritime security. 

However, what was absent from all the proceedings was any sense 
that the seafarer human factor needed to be taken into consideration 
in executing maritime security. 

The comments of the comments of Mr. Christopher Koch, presi-
dent of the World Shipping Council, were certainly chilling. Since 
his industry is almost exclusively liner service, and therefore clearly 
knows where they will be calling, he spoke very supportively of 
US State Department’s demands that all foreign seafarers have D-1 
visas to access shore leave. In his keynote address, he stated:

“...it is no more correct to argue that the government is charac-
terizing seafarers as ‘potential terrorists’ than it is to say that the 
government is treating all 11 million nonimmigrant visitors to the 
U.S. from non-visa waiver countries as ‘potential terrorists.’”

Mr. Koch then places seafarers in the same category as airline 
pilots, business men, students, and artists who desire to come to 
the U.S. However those of us in the seafarer welfare would not 
place seafarers in the same category with businessmen, students 
and artists, but we certainly wish that seafarers shared the same 
privileges that airline personnel have when arriving in the U.S. 
without a visa. 

What can become lost in the discussion is that seafarers are al-
ready vetted 96 hours before arrival. They just don’t show up on our 
doorstep by surprise, and unlike businessmen, students and artists, 
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Seafarers have human rights, too
Michael Grey Viewpoint
Monday August 14 2006

There is a lot to be said for putting yourself in the other person’s 
shoes. “How would you feel?” is a question that needs to be asked 
more often of officials guilty of a slavish adherence to regulation, 
unleavened by common sense.

How would you feel, for instance, if you were master of a con-
tainership calling into Singapore and wished the agent to make an 
appointment for you to visit the doctor, only to be told that because 
you were a Pakistani citizen and did not have a visa this medical 
attention would be withheld as you would not be permitted to leave 
the ship?

How would you feel if, as a long serving career professional in 
an industry which was practically the sole reason for the existence 
of that amazing southeast Asian microstate, you were to be treated 
in such a fashion and denied entry?

I dare say the Singapore authorities would have stretched a point 
if you were at death’s door, but what sort of message does this give? 
Is this not discriminatory, a denial of human rights ?

Whatever else it is, it is not exactly a ringing endorsement of 
the seafaring career. “Join the merchant navy and be treated like a 
pariah” is not the message for effective recruiting.

How would you feel if you had sailed some slow old bulk car-
rier halfway around the world, your shipmates beginning to get on 
your nerves after about the fifth week of this plodding progress? 
Toothpaste is running out and the food, despite the best efforts of 
the cook, seems increasingly monotonous.

You have seen all the videos six times and the life on the ocean 
wave is beginning to lose its charms in your vibrating steel home. 
The weather has been particularly offensive, days passing without 
even being able to get out on deck. You all need a run ashore.

But you are unlucky for the cargo is sold on the high seas and your 
orders are changed from a destination you might have enjoyed to a 
port in the US where enjoyment is not on the agenda.

And here, in the absence of a visa, you will be confined to your 
ship. You will be lying alongside for the best part of a week but, as 
the unsmiling officials make clear, you cannot even go down the 
gangway to kick a football around, let alone walk through the dock 
gate to buy that much needed toothpaste or the daily newspaper.

If you do you will be picked up by armed guards, held in jail and 
deported. “Wish you were here!” is a message you do not send your 
nearest and dearest.

From the wing of the bridge, which towers over the warehouses 
on the waterfront, you can see the “real world” of the US, you can 
see trees and parks and, when the wind is off the land, smell some-
thing different from the smell of diesel and drains which permeates 
your present life.

You see the dockers, the agent coming and going, the guards on 
the gangway changing, going off home to their “normal” lives and 
loved ones.

There is a grim poem that comes to mind about the crew of a sail-
ing ship in the 19th century, embayed with a strong offshore wind 
blowing on the lee shore, fighting quite literally for their lives as 
they struggle to clear the land.

At the end of each reach, as they fight to wear ship with their 

vessel just a few hundred yards off the razor-sharp rocks, they see 
the “normalcy” of land, people going about their business in the 
fields, on the village streets, going to church and school while they, 
in contrast, face the reality of imminent death.

Maybe I am guilty of over-egging it, but it is the proximity of 
land that must make such situations pretty near unbearable when 
the modest needs of a ship’s crew meet the immovable object of a 
US immigration official.

“How would you feel in my position?” you might angrily cry 
out as this person, with a flourish of his official stamp, condemns 
you to confinement aboard your steel prison during the duration of 
your stay in his US port.

But he will not answer you, not because if he applied his mind 
he could comprehend something of your dilemma but because the 
mighty bureaucracy he represents has made such consideration 
abstract — even impossible.

You are an alien and you may as well be a Martian for the sym-
pathy and understanding you will receive.

The British officers’ union Numast has been fighting a lonely 
battle on behalf of people like the Pakistani shipmaster and is urging 
some rapid flag state action on the Seafarers’ Identity Documents 
Convention 2003, which was supposed to bring a little sense and 
sensibility into the situation of the wandering seafarer who might 
be thought of as just one of the victims of the terrorist attack of 
September 11, 2001.

Numast, in this respect, is doing the bidding of the International 
Transport Workers’ Federation, which has been encouraging its 
affiliates to put pressure on laggard flag states to ratify and bring 
into effect the provisions of the 2003 convention, which has only 
been ratified by four despite the sense of urgency which surrounded 
the development of this important convention at the International 
Labour Organisation.

All this fast-tracking seems to have led into the sidings, where 
the train has quietly been forgotten, the seafarers’ organisations 
infer, and they are right.

SID, biometric, intelligent, less prone to forgery and fraud and 
machine-readable, was supposed to be the seafarers’ international 
carnet, the universally recognised document which is absolutely 

BILL OF RIGHTS_________________   from  page 1

The seminar looked into models of best practice for seafarers’ 
welfare, and heard presentations from a number of forward-think-
ing companies and organisations which are striving to improve 
standards.

V.Ships’ Simon Pressly discussed the impact of his firm’s ‘seafar-
ers charter’, an initiative he described as aiming to be “supportive, 
respectful and progressive”.

As the world’s largest shipmanager with some 16,000 seafarers at 
sea, he stressed: “Seafarers respond to being invested in.”

Malcolm Miller from Pacific Nuclear Transport said his firm had 
given crews the chance to influence the design of cabins on their 
new ships. “The happiness part of welfare can be overlooked,” 
he observed. “We don’t mind if the ship is late, we want it to get 
there safely.”

SEAFARERS,  page 4
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necessary for this internationally itinerant workforce.
Really tremendous efforts, at both the ILO and the International 

Maritime Organization went into its development, the whole process 
urged on by the US, reeling from the terror attacks and looking for 
a rapid reinforcement of its defences.

And those delegates in Geneva did the business, worked all 
manner of overtime and produced a specification for a universally 
acceptable document. So why is it being ignored?

Apathy, it is suggested, has been responsible for all flag states 
other than France, Nigeria, Jordan and Hungary failing to ratify 
the convention.

And in a world full of problems, not least of them the earth-shaking 
horrors of terrorism, organised crime, the environment, unauthorised 
immigration and whole populations trying to escape their awful 
lives, the situation of a few hundred, or few thousand, seafarers 
scarcely raises a tremor on the political seismograph.

It is also a sad fact that an “international” solution to the problem 
of identifying seafarers cuts across all sorts of imaginative national 
schemes which are being developed in the cause of “homeland 
security”.

The Japanese government is energetically pursuing its own poli-
cies which will require non-national seafarers to have visas if they 
are to be permitted ashore. The Australians, coalition members who 
feel both geographically isolated and vulnerable, are going ahead 
and doing their own thing.

Meanwhile, the US is holding fire on the convention as it wrestles 
with the political hot potato of putting all its transport workers 
on a national database, peering into their past to see if each truck 
driver has a criminal record and generally playing fast and loose 
with human rights.

Against the ruckus this post-liberal agenda has raised, poor old 
SID does not get a look-in.

In Britain, which is generally quite efficient in the ratification 
stakes, we are facing the New Labour horror of a National Identity 
Card and national database.

So it is not without the bounds of possibility that the Department 
for Transport has been quietly told by the Home Office to soft-pedal 
on SID as they get on with damping down the collective rage of the 
citizenry, which is looking with increasing alarm at the Orwellian 
implications of the national ID card.

But it is the obvious need for an international document for sea-
farers that will be globally accepted, against the unilateralism of 
homeland security and 160 flag states all likely to demand different 
documents, that is the nub of this crisis.

For none of these defenders of homeland security consider for 
a microsecond that question of how they would feel if they were 
denied shore leave.

Why should they? — none of them are, or ever have been, mer-
chant mariners.

And we are in a new era, one where mistrust is general and the 
onus of proof is on the individual to demonstrate that he or she is 
not a terrorist, money launderer, paedophile, habitual drug user, 
racist, alcoholic, smoker — the list grows ever longer.

Seafarers — why should they be entitled to any special treatment? 
And of course none of these defenders of the state, as they deny 
seafarers entry when their visa is not current, have the wit to realise 
that those seafarers are among the most “essential” workers that they 
will ever meet and that they depend on their ships and cargoes for 

just about everything they need in their 21st century life.
The other day, I found my first British “SID”, a curious green 

document like a ration book where a startled 17-year-old with a 
short haircut and big ears peers over a board full of numbers.

There was even a fingerprint, so it might be described as biometric. 
This was eventually replaced with a rather smarter red document 
like a real passport and this, like its predecessor, was more than 
sufficient proof of identity. I never had a passport until years later 
after I had come ashore.

There was a cold war raging at the time, but only the Americans 
asked us if we were communists and grudgingly granted us shore 
leave.

“Seafarers make world trade possible,” said Numast general sec-
retary Brian Orrell, and he should be shouting this in his stentorian 
tones until he has deafened the relevant authorities into begging 
him for silence.

Numast, the ITF, indeed all my industry friends will be appalled, 
but I think that what is needed is a co-ordinated Seafarers’ Day of 
Rage, when every ship in the whole world grinds to a halt and shuts 
down, just to bring home to global officialdom, that they depend on 
ships and these essential workers and that SID needs to be ratified 
and implemented.

It is time that this forgotten, floating population of seafarers told 
the rest of the world that they exist and actually are entitled to a 
few basic human rights.

“How would you feel to be treated the way you are treating 
us?”

Now that is the $64,000 question.

BILL OF SEAFARERS___________________________________________________________   from  page 3

FAIR TREATMENT_______________   from  page 1

those involved and in ensuring that no discriminatory or retaliatory 
measures are taken against seafarers because of their participation 
in investigations. The guidelines say that all necessary measures 
should be taken to ensure the fair treatment of seafarers.

The Joint IMO/ILO Ad Hoc Expert Working Group on the Fair 
Treatment of Seafarers in the Event of a Maritime Accident was 
established in 2005 to work on the development of appropriate 
guidelines for endorsement by IMO and ILO. A resolution prepared 
by the Group and subsequently adopted jointly by the IMO Assem-
bly and the ILO Governing Body last December (A.987(24)) states 
that both ILO and IMO are seriously concerned about the need to 
ensure the fair treatment of seafarers in view of the growing use of 
criminal proceedings against seafarers after a maritime accident. The 
resolution recognizes the urgency of adopting Guidelines as a matter 
of priority and, to this end, requested the Group to finalise its work 
expeditiously. The Group completed this task in March 2006.

Speaking at the close of the Legal Committee meeting, IMO 
Secretary-General Efthimios E. Mitropoulos told delegates: “The 
adoption of guidelines on fair treatment of seafarers has marked a 
highlight of this session. By doing so, you were able, in a genuine 
demonstration of the IMO spirit of cooperation and compromise, 
to take the collective decision that it was vital to promulgate these 
guidelines by consensus as soon as possible and so to send a clear 
signal to seafarers around the world that it is the wish of the IMO 
family that they should be treated fairly. I am sure it will be ap-
preciated by the maritime community at large and the seafarers in 
particular.”
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Professional Development Column ...

Merchant Marine

Capt. David Teel

Capt. David Teel has 20 years sea service as a member of the American 
Maritime Officers’ Union, including 7 years as Master in command of 
tankers and Roll-on/Roll-off vessels. He was Senior Deck Instructor at 
AMO’s STAR Center and has worked for the last six years at the National 
Maritime Center as a Marine Transportation Specialist in the Course 
Instructor Approval Branch. He is a graduate of King’s Point (USMMA) 
and has a Masters of Quality Systems Management from the National 
Graduate School.

Note from AOS USA Vice President Jon Furukawa regarding this 
article: “I’d say this is illegal.”

China urged to start seafarer 
watchlist to boost reputation 

Reprinted with permission from Lloyd’s List
Monday October 30 2006  
A WATCHLIST of rogue seafarers would help improve disci-

pline and the reputation of Chinese ratings and officers among 
international shipowners and shipmanagers, a Chinese manning 
conference has been told.

Speaking at the Seafarers China conference on Friday, Y C Tao, 
head of Singapore’s Sino Star Marine Services, said such a system 
would allow Chinese seafarers to remain competitive against Indian 
and Filipino rivals. “Owners and managers may even pay higher 
rates,” he said.

Capt Tao did not explain who should compile or run a watchlist, 
but believed action should be taken against the “bad eggs”.

He said they give a bad impression about Chinese seafarers as 
they move around the industry after leaving or being dismissed 
from company after company.

He thought maritime training institutes should continue the mili-
tary training that started in school to help instill discipline, loyalty 
and good behaviour among ratings and cadets before they joined 
an owner or shipmanager.

Capt Tao said figures show there has been a steady increase in 
the number of maritime graduates from 3,815 in 2003 to 5,394 
in 2005. But the percentage of Chinese seafarers employed on 
foreign-owned vessels had not kept pace with the growth in the 
number of graduates.

Out of 1.4m China seafarers in 2004 just 4% worked on foreign 
ships, while 66% worked on domestically controlled river or coastal 
trade vessels.

He added that, while English languages skills had improved dra-
matically over the last few years, more needed to be done.

Dalian Maritime University deputy president Sun Yuqing agreed, 
saying that not only was the university developing textbooks in 
English but it welcomed more input from owners and managers 
on how to improve seafarer training.

Hong Kong Shipowners’ Association managing director Arthur 
Bowring said “one of the defining moments” is when a maritime 
university listens to owners and shipmanagers.

Prof Sun added that the university, the world’s largest maritime 
training college, has a training ship under construction, which would 
join the university’s 11-strong training fleet.

PUBLIC AWARENESS OF THE 
MARITIME INDUSTRY

Last month, I opined about the lack of respect 
and awareness that the maritime industry has 
around the world.

I don’t wish to sound like a broken record, but, 
after reading an article last week about a German 
ship captain being tried and convicted here in 
the United States on criminal charges stemming 

from accident with his ship while maneuvering in port, I have to 
speak up once more.

As one who has sailed master, I fully recognize and accept the 
responsibilities and liabilities that go hand in hand when you sail 
as master. The criminalization of mariners is an increasing problem 
world wide and is a significant factor in the lack of respect and 
awareness in the maritime industry. If you are the responsible party 
in a maritime accident, you have to accept and accept the conse-
quences of your actions. Until recent times, you would face loss of 
job, fines, and action against your license as the result of a marine 
accident; now criminal prosecution is a real possibility. 

I admit I don’t have a quick answer how to correct this turn toward 
criminal prosecution of mariners. One thing all of us as mariners can 
do is be more diligent in every task we perform aboard ship. This 
goes for the master as well as the cadet. I suggest we each review, 
plan ahead (if possible), discuss with our shipmates each task, and 
just do not lie, cheat, or steal. Some may say these suggestions are 
simplistic, but those words are the foundation of the honor code at 
my alma mater, King’s Point. I am far from perfect, but those few 
words have served me well during my career afloat and ashore. 

There is one other group that I feel has a significant role in caus-
ing and in solving this problem of lack of mariner awareness and 
criminalization of the mariner. That group consists of the owners, 
operation managers, and shore side staff in general. It is not my 
point to speak ill of the shore side sector of the maritime industry 
but rather to point out that both the afloat and ashore side person-
nel must work together to make the maritime industry an industry 
that is great place to work. Teamwork afloat and ashore will, in my 
opinion, help stem this tide of ill will toward mariners.

To one and all, speak up and promote your chosen industry in 
any forum you can.

Feel free to e-mail me at kps77@cox.net with questions about 
training, advancement, or a career at sea.
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Merchant Marine

Egypt celebrates, this year, the 50th anniversary of Suez Canal 
nationalization. The Suez Canal has linked the whole world and 
became the main connecting point among countries of the world.

It represents an axis for many world events and an important 
source of national income. The decision of nationalizing the Suez 
Canal on July 26, 1956 represented a brave step at a critical period 
of Egypt’s modern history to achieve development and progress 
for all Egyptians.

The Suez Canal, west of the Sinai Peninsula, is 101 miles long and, 
at its narrowest point, 984 ft wide. The maritime canal in Egypt lies 
between Port Said on the Mediterranean Sea, and Suez on the Red 
Sea and allows a two-way north to south water transport between 
Europe and Asia without circumnavigation of Africa. Before the 
opening of the canal, goods were sometimes transported by being 
offloaded from ships and carried overland between the Mediter-
ranean and the Red Sea. 

The Ancient Suez Canal: 
Perhaps as early as the 12th Dynasty, Pharaoh Senusret III (1878 

BC - 1839 BC) may have had a west-east canal dug through the 
Wadi Tumilat, joining the Nile with the Red Sea, for direct 
trade with Punt.

The canal fell into disrepair but was re-excavated and 
finally completed by Darius I, the Persian conqueror of 
Egypt. It was again restored by Ptolemy II about 250 BC 
and over the next 1,000 years, modified, destroyed, and re-
built until being put out of commision in the 8th century.

The Modern Suez Canal: 
More than 1,000 years elapsed before the Suez Canal 

Company came into being in 1858. The digging took nearly 
11 years, and the canal opened November 17, 1869.

It was a neutral zone under the protection of the British 
from 1888 to 1951, and after the Suez Crisis in 1956, a 
UN force was established to maintain the neutrality of 
the canal.

Egypt Celebrates 50th 
Anniversary of Suez 
Canal Nationalization

Panama voters approve 
canal expansion project

Information taken from news reports, from www.pancanal.com, 
and from ACP brochure on canal expansion project.

In a historic vote with widespread ramifications for the interna-
tional shipping community, the Panamanian electorate has over-
whelmingly backed the expansion of the Panama Canal.

After the historic struggle that culminated in its recovery, and given 
the efficient, profitable, safe and transparent way that the Panamanian 
administration has managed the Canal after its turnover on December 
31, 1999, today the Canal is a source of pride for all Panamanians.

The expansion will be the largest project at the Canal since its 
original construction. A Panama Canal expansion will double ca-
pacity and allow more traffic. The project will create a new lane 
of traffic along the Canal through the construction of a new set of 
locks. The Canal’s entrances at the Atlantic and Pacific channels 
will be widened and deepened, as well as the navigational channel at 
Gatun Lake. One lock complex will be located on the Pacific side to 
the southwest of the existing Miraflores Locks. The other complex 
will be located to the east of the existing Gatun Locks.

Construction for the project is slated to conclude by 2014. During 
the construction process, no current lanes will be closed, and since 
all construction sites are outside of existing channels and operating 
areas, the ACP is confident that there will be no delays of transits.

The expansion program is in response to the booming demand 
anticipated for the next 20 years. It is anticipated that expansion 
will double Canal capacity to more than 600 million Panama Canal 
tons. 

The project is estimated to cost $5.25 billion and will be paid en-
tirely by users of the Canal through a graduated system of tolls.

In keeping with sustainable development principles and environ-
mental management best practices, the expansion will  use unique 
water-saving basins to help preserve the freshwater resources along 
the waterway, reutilizing water from the basins into the locks. This 
technology eliminates the need for constructing dams, flooding and 
displacing communities along the Canal’s Watershed.
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HOUSTON MARITIME CHAPLAINCY TRAINING 
PROGRAM 

APPLICATION-INFORMATION SHEET

Dates of Training Program: February 4-16, 2007 

Please fill out and mail or fax as soon as possible to: 

The Rev. Lacy Largent, ACSW, LCSW ï Coordinator 
Houston Maritime Chaplaincy Training Program 

Houston International Seafarers' Center 
P.O. Box 9506 

Houston, TX 77261-9506 
U.S.A.

***Coordinatorôs Cell Phone: (281) 620-7221       ***Email: motherlacy@yahoo.com
Center Telephone: (713) 672-0511   Center Fax: (713) 672-2444 

Center Website: www.houstonseafarers.com 

Student Name:___________________________________________________________
(First)    (Middle)  (Last) 

Date of Birth: ___/___/___ Gender:    Male   Female Nationality: _____________
    MM /DD/ YR 

Mailing Address: _________________________________________________________
City: ______________________ State ______________ ZIP Code: _________________ 
Work Telephone: ______________________ Home Phone:  ______________________ 
Cell Phone: _____________________ Fax: _____________________ 
Email: ___________________________________________________

Nominated by (Seafarersô Agency): __________________________________________ 
Agency Head: ____________________________________________________________ 
Address: ________________________________________________________________
City: ______________________ State: ______________ ZIP Code: _________________ 
Agency Telephone: ___________________  Agency Email:  ______________________

Student's employing organization or church judicatory may be different from above agency. 
Please give full name or organization, Diocese, district, company, etc., and the address and 
telephone number of its chief officer.



STUDENT INFORMATION AND SELF-ASSESSMENT SHEET 

Please answer the following questions as completely as possible. Please limit yourself to a 
half page at the most for each question. We would prefer to have your typed answers to 
these questions. (Please mail, fax or email your answers to the coordinator as soon as 
possible).

Name: __________________________________________________________________

Denomination: ____________________ Port(s) Served:  _____________________

Length of Time in Maritime Ministry: _________________________________________

_____________ Clergy (number of years ordained) _______________________________

_____________ Religious (number of years in religious life) ________________________ 

_____________ Laity

Please type your answers to these questions on another sheet of paper:

1. What is your call to Seafaring Ministry?  What unique gifts and experiences do you bring 
to this ministry?

2. What Biblical passage or verse is most significant for you in the Ministry you conduct for 
seafarers?  Why is it significant to you?   

3. What Biblical passage or verse would you most like to take to Seafarers which you 
minister to? 

4. In your opinion, what is the most important current ministry issue your local Seafaring 
Ministry faces?  How do you attempt to work/deal with this issue? 

5. What are your main areas of responsibility in your port ministry? 

6. What are the three things you feel you would need to learn most while at the Maritime 
Chaplaincy Training Program, and why? 

7. Do you have a Clinical Pastoral Education (CPE) background?  If so, please describe. 

Your answers and opinions will help us a great deal in getting to know who you are and 
what background/experience you bring to the Training Program.  We will carefully read and 
evaluate your answers as to enable us to fill the student roster.



AOSUSA
APOSTLESHIP OF THE SEA OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

6th ANNUAL CONFERENCE
January 29-31, 2007 Dania, Florida (fly into Ft. Lauderdale)

at the Raymond T. McKay Star Center
2 West Dixie Hwy

Dania Beach, FL 33004

INDIVIDUAL REGISTRATION FORM

NAME: ____________________________________________________________________

ADDRESS: _________________________________________________________________

CITY: _____________________________ STATE __________ ZIP CODE ____________

PHONE: (    ) ________________ FAX (    ) ________________ E-Mail ________________

PORT NAME: _______________________________________________________________

AOS USA MEMBER:         	   	 YES      		  NO 

									         Number	 Total
Registration Fee (non refundable)……………………….$35.00	 _____		  _____ 

Conference Fee...............................................………$100.00	 _____		  _____

TOTAL……………………………………………………				    ___________	

Make Checks Payable to:  AOS USA
Send to:

AOS USA Conference
C/O Deacon Patrick LaPoint

Stella Maris Center
150 Marine Street, Box 10
Lake Charles, LA 70601

Phone: 337-436-1315  Fax: 337-436-1401
E-mail: stella.maris@lcdiocese.org

Registration Deadline: Friday, January 19, 2007

For those who will be able to attend only 1 day, or who would like to invite someone just for the day, the 
rates are as follows:

Day Rates .........................................................................................................…$75.00 per day

Number of people _____  TOTAL………………………………………………............. ____________

Contact the Star Center directly for hotel arrangements
1-800-445-4522   www.star-center.com

Conference Rate:   $105 + taxes per person, per day
Price includes: Room, Meals, and a Food Service Area open 24-hours/day 

Look online to see photos of the facility. Go to www.star-center.com and select the Dania, FL center.
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Monday, January 29th:
3:00 - 6:00	 Registration
5:00-6:00	 Dinner@Star Center

Tuesday, January 30th:
7:00-8:00	 Breakfast @ Star Center (Cafeteria)
8:00-12:00	 Registration Continues for Conference
8:00-8:30	 Morning Prayer
8:30-8:45	 Explanation of broadscope of 
	 ministry.  AOS vs AOS USA
8:45-9:15	 Welcome by Star Center, Bishop 
	 Promoter, Pontifical Council and
	 PCMR Representatives
9:15-9:30	 Merchant Marine Committee Report
9:30-9:45	 Shore Leave Committee Report 
9:45-11:15	 Major Presentation #1 
	 (Mayte Medina - USCG ILO 185 and
	  Seafarers Convention)
11:15-12:15	 Mass
12:15-1:00	 Lunch @ Star Center
12:30-1:00	 Luncheon Presentation:
	 President’s Report & explanation of
	 World Congress Workgroups
1:00-1:15	 Treasurer’s Report
1:15-2:15	 Approval of Minutes & 
	 Introduction of Constitutional 
	 Revisions, Discussion & Vote
2:15-2:30	 Break
2:30-3:45	 World Congress Small Workgroups:
	 Reflect on 2002 Congress 
	 Resolutions, and Consider the 2007
	 Proposed Issues
3:45-4:15	 Break
4:15-4:45	 Secretary General’s Report
4:45-5:00	 Cruise Ship Priest Committee Report
5:00-6:00	 Dinner @ Star Center Presentation:
	 Cruise Ship Company 
	 Representatives discussion on Cruise
	 Ship Priest Program Q&A time
6:00-6:30	 Evening Prayer	
 

Free Evening

Wednesday January 31st:
7:00-8:00	 Breakfast @ Star Center (Cafeteria)
8:00-12:00	 Registration for Conference
8:00-8:15	 Morning Prayer
8:30-10:00	 Major Presentation #2 
	 (Sr. Amy Hoey - USCCB Lay 
	 Ecclesial Ministry)
10:00-10:15	 Break
10:15-10:30	 Certification Committee Report
10:30-12:00	 Part II Major Presentation #2 
	 (Sr. Amy Hoey-USCCB Lay 
	 Ecclesial Ministry)
12:00-1:00	 Lunch @ Star Center
12:45-1:00	 Fishing Committee Report
1:00-2:00	 Major Presentation #3 
	 (Fr John Jay Hughes - Know what you
 	 are doing, imitate the mystery you 
	 celebrate.)
2:00-3:00	 Mass
3:00-3:15	 Break
3:15-4:15	 World Congress Small Workgroups:
	 Finalize Work Group Statement for
	 Pontifical Council
4:15-5:15	 Approval of Message to Seafarers,
	 and Committee Reports, and Adjourn
	 AOSUSA General Meeting
4:30-5:00	 Evening Prayer
5:00-6:00	 Dinner @ Star Center Cafeteria

We have three fine speakers who will be joining us.       
Fr. John Jay Hughes, USCG Mayte Medina and Sr. Amy 
Hoey, RSM. Fr. Hughes, a Cruise Ship Priest member, 
will be giving a theological reflection. Ms. Medina will 
address ILO 185 and the ILO 2006 Consolidated        
Seafarers Convention.  Sr. Amy will discuss the new 
document on Lay Ecclessial Ministry. The exact schedule 
for each of these is tentative, as we are working around 
their schedules. An updated schedule will be posted in the 
December edition of Catholic Maritime News.			 

Star Center Meal Times:
Breakfast	  7:00a.m.-8:30a.m.
Lunch 		  11:30a.m.-1:00p.m.
Dinner		  4:30p.m.-6:00p.m.

After hours, drinks and food available in main dining 
area.

AOS USA - 6th Annual National Conference
January 29-31, 2007 

American Maritime Officers Star Center 
Dania, Florida

(Draft 5: November 29, 2006)
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World Maritime Day
The following message was given after the 

Angelus on the 24th September, 2006,  by Pope 
Benedict XVI:

Next Thursday is World Maritime 
Day, and I would like to invite all of 
you to pray for the men and women 
involved in seafaring, and for their 
families.
I thank the Lord for the work of the 

Apostleship of the Sea, which for many 
years has offered human and spiritual 
support to those who live this difýcult 
and challenging way of life.
I welcome particularly the recent ini-

tiatives taken by the International Mari-
time Organization to contribute to the 
ýght against poverty and hunger.
May Our Lady, Star of the Sea, look 

down in love upon seafarers and their 
families and upon all those who care 
for their human and spiritual needs.

By Andrew Mwangura, Seafarers’ Assistance Program
IT gives me great pleasure to say that  for the first time this 

celebration has high level participation of the government and the 
shipping industry in Kenya.

This year we observe the day with renewed optimism because 
in February a comprehensive convention on Maritime Labor 
Standards was adopted, which - if ratified and implemented – will 
open the way for the emergence of a new Maritime World Order 
that will offer new opportunities for Seafarers to obtain decent and 
productive work.

But, on the other hand we were disappointed that the proposed 
convention on work in the Fishing Sector was not approved during 
the 93rd ILO Conference in 2005. It is hoped that it will be presented 
again and adopted at the next ILO Conference.

It is hence important that the Government of Kenya join forces 
with other countries to promote the understanding and the adoption 
of this instrument.

Inspite of the fact that the shipping trade is enjoying a period of 
growth and that the demand for fisheries products is unprecedented, 
globalization is putting the dignity of the human persons involved 
in shipping and fishing under heavy strain and life at Sea is still 
difficult and dangerous.

It is a sad reality that 80% of Kenyan Seafarers are unemployed 
and those employed are, in effect, people deprived of their basic 
rights and lacking any recourse to normal grievance procedures. A 
study in labor market opportunities and constraints we conducted 
in 2002 showed that 460 Kenyan Seafarers work aboard local and 
foreign owned fishing vessels while 220 work aboard coastal and 
foreign Ocean going Merchant Ships. To date, the number of those 
working aboard the merchant vessels has decreased by half to mere 
110 seafarers.  On the other hand, the number of those currently 
working aboard fishing vessels is just 230 seafarers.

Apart from being underpaid, Kenyan Seafarers usually have no 
regular hours of work, and rest periods are inadequate. It hurts to 
say there are no proper agreements; safety and health measures, 
medical care at sea, no social security aboard the vessels.

Besides being under-manned, the vessels are sub-standard. Over 
the last 10 years, Kenyan Seafarers have been subjected to many 
documented sea piracies along the Somali territorial waters.

Those who have come face to face with sea robbery tell chilling 
tales; but, driven by the need to earn a living they have developed 
a sense of daredevil. Some were caught twice or thrice, but they 
are not about to be scared into joblessness.

Owing to the culture of fear, inhuman conditions on ships, such as 
physical and mental abuse and even murder, are also under-reported 
because the Seafarers are afraid. The Seafarers maintain a culture 
of fear because they know that if they complain they will lose not 
only their present but possibly their future jobs.

Between 1983 and 2006, some 47 Kenyan Mariners lost their lives 
at Sea 12 were seriously injured, 37 suffered frost-bitten fingers, 
while 10 went missing under mysterious circumstances.

Kenyan Government Joins World 
Maritime Day Celebration
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Maritime Security Expo is Forum 
for Protecting Our Ports, Facilities

By Fr. Sinclair Oubre
From September 19-20, 2006, E.J. Krause & Associates organized 

the 2006 Maritime Security Expo. Sponsored by major defense and 
security contractors like Lockheed Martin, General Dynamics and 
IBM, the Maritime Security Expo has been the forum for security 
vendors and government officials to interact, and discuss the latest 
challenges and responses to our nations security needs. 

Through the kindness of Bob Miko, I was able to acquire press 
credentials, and attend the show following our Administrative 
Board meeting in New York. Walking through the many exhibits, 
I found myself in a veritable menagerie of the latest technologies 
for maritime security. 

From security consoles that gave an operator simultaneous moni-
toring of more than seven different locations at once, to devices 
designed to stop small vessels from penetrating secure space, to 
companies available to assist shipping companies and facilities in 

developing security plans, and 
meeting the oversight needs 
of their customers, these many 
companies sought new and in-
novative ways of frustrating 
future attacks on our maritime 
system. 

One of the keynote addresses 
was given by Mr. Christopher 
Koch, president of the World 
Shipping Council, and had a 
chilling effect on those engaged 
seafarer welfare. Since his in-
dustry is almost exclusively 
liner service, and therefore 
clearly know where they will be 

calling, he spoke supportively of US State Department demands 
that all foreign seafarers have D-1 visas to access shore leave, and 
as an essential element in nations effort to control our borders. He 
stated:

“...it is no more correct to argue that the government is charac-
terizing seafarers as ‘potential terrorists’ than it is to say that the 
government is treating all 11 million nonimmigrant visitors to the 
U.S. from non-visa waiver countries as ‘potential terrorists.’”

Mr. Koch argued that seafarers were in the same category as airline 
pilots, business men, students, and artists who desire to come to the 
U.S. He went on note that the U.S. Department of State has made it 
well known to seafarers that they must have D-1 visas, and if “. . . 
seafarers, who don’t know for certain but may be working on ships 
that will call at U.S. ports, (they) may apply for a visa.”

In a press conference with Mr. Ralph Basham, Commissioner 
for the U.S. Customs & Boarder Protection, he noted the com-
missioner noted that the challenge CBP face is to secure all of the 
U.S.’s borders:

“The southwest boarder has been a huge focus. President Bush 
himself as made taking control of this border one of his priorities. 

Port Security / Shore Leave

they are not the ones who determine travel plans to the U.S. Rather, 
it is the  U.S. facility, by contract, who has invited the seafarer here 
to either discharge or load cargo. 

Mr. Koch went on in his keynote address to stress that the U.S. 
Department of State has made it well known to seafarers that they 
must have D-1 visas, and if “. . . seafarers, who don’t know for 
certain but may be working on ships that will call at U.S. ports, 
(they) may apply for a visa.”

However, Australia has recently imposed specific visa require-
ments for seafarers. Other countries may follow suit either for 
security reasons or as a revenue source. So now, since waivers are 
still not possible, even those seafarers on liner service between 
Australia and the U.S. will be required to have two visas, since 
the two countries will not recognize the others’ security processes. 
How many more visas will a seafarer have to carry to have regular 
shore leave?

In a recent article in Lloyd’s List, Mr. Steve Allum, chairman 
of marine global practice at Aon, suggested at the Mare Forum in 
Amsterdam that the manning shortage is potentially more risky 
for the shipping industry than a Middle East conflict or even North 
Korea exploding a nuclear bomb. Those knowledgeable about the  
issue of recruitment and retention of seafarers clearly know that 
the quality of life for the seafarer has declined since September 11, 
2001, and many mariners from developed and developing countries 
are deciding that it is not worth the hassle.

Seafarer welfare organizations like AOS-USA are disheartened 
hearing positions like Mr. Koch’s put forward, because his segment 
of the industry always goes to the same ports and is generally in 
compliance with the present U.S. statutes.

With the actions of Australia, and potentially other major mari-
time nations, the easy compliance which liner services now enjoy 
may melt away under an ever increasing number of national visas. 
What is really necessary is to work with the Department of State 
and draw from what is already the practice in the airline industry: 
the international acceptability of the Seafarer Identification Docu-
ment as outlines in ILO 185, the 96-hour notification rule, and some 
latitude on the part of the local Immigration and Custom Enforce-
ment officer to make determinations on the need for shore leave by 
mariners, and the degree of threat they pose. 

Then the Department of State will be retaining its position that 
everyone needs a visa, and avoid the absurdity of keeping Chinese 
nationals on a board ship because their country does not generally  
issue passports to put visas in.

SECURITY FACTOR______________   from  page 2

This demands incredible resources, but this challenge is a challenge 
of all the borders. Terrorists will go where they need to go to get 
access into the country.”

Plans for the Maritime Security Expo 2007 are already underway. 
T h e  d a t e s  a n d  i n i t i a l  a g e n d a  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  a t 
www.maritimesecurityexpo.com. It will be great if AOSUSA and 
other members of the seafarer welfare community can be part of this 
expo and thereby be the voice of the seafarer in this environment. 

Ralph Basham, Commissioner 
of US Customs and Border 
Protection
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Louisiana Oil Rigs Could Be 
Terror Targets

Reprinted from the Advocate; Baton Rouge, La. 
Publication date: 2006-09-24

In a post-Sept. 11, 2001, world that is supposed to be more 
secure, Ken Wells wonders why foreign ships are not required 
to register when they service an oil or gas rig in the Outer 
Continental Shelf. 

 The president of the Offshore Marine Service Association 
in Metairie notes that, at an American port, all vessels must 
provide information about their cargo, who’s on board and 
who owns the ship.

New IMB Piracy Map Service 
Helps Seafarers Pinpoint Attacks

Sea captains and shipowners whose vessels must travel through 
piracy hotspots have a new tool to help them prepare their voyage. 
The International Maritime Bureau (IMB) has launched an online 
piracy map which gives users a visual on the nature and location of 
attacks to help them better understand and track incidents. 

The map is available as either a satellite view, provided by Google, 
a plain view (indicating countries and borders), or a combination 
of both. Viewers see not only the relief of the coastline but also the 
bays and coves from which pirates may initiate their attack. 

This user-friendly map can be accessed on the IMB website 
(www.icc-ccs.org). Red balloons mark actual attacks while yel-
low balloons show attempted attacks. Clicking on these initiates a 
pop-up with a summary of the attack including the date and time, 
the type of vessel attacked, the type of attack and the number of 
crew affected. As with IMB’s quarterly and annual piracy reports, 
the information comes directly from ship masters and ship owners. 
Once verified by IMB’s Piracy Reporting Centre new attacks or 
attempts will be added to the map within 24 hours. 

Users can click on the year of their choice to bring up the corre-
sponding map of attacks and their details for previous years, making 
visual comparisons of hot-spot activity much easier to understand. 
Feedback on the map and suggestions for future development are 
welcome and should be directed to the IMB directorate. 

Piracy and armed robbery against ships.
The first six months of this year witnessed a total of 127 attacks 

on shipping throughout the world –the same figure as in the first 
half of last year. There were 74 cases in which ships were boarded 
by pirates and 11 in which ships were hijacked. A total of 156 
crew were taken hostage while 13 crew were kidnapped  and six 
killed. These statistics underline the continuing need for concerted 
action to combat piracy and the wider threat of terrorist attacks on 
shipping.

In view of the latest development in Somalia we suffice to say that 
there is a need to look closely at the measures taken by the Somali 
Islamic Courts Union to combat piracy and maritime terrorism 
off-the horn of Africa.

The Islamists who rule Mogadishu and key swathe of Southern 
Somalia have vowed to combat piracy in the Somali territorial 
waters.

It’s good to see the return of the Coalition Task Force 150 in the 
coastline of Horn of Africa to deter attacks on Shipping. This is 
a multi-state military force to counter terrorism. Without such a 
deterrent there will be growing risk of life of Seafarers and of the 
1.4 million people in Somalia suffering from hunger or a major 
environmental disaster.

However, the International Community should crack-down on all 
vessels fishing illegally in Somali territorial waters for this is the 
major justification for piracy. 

There is also an urgent need to curb illegal toxic waste dumping, 
human and drug trafficking, charcoal trade and arms smuggling 

Japanese Registered Bulk Carrier 
Fends off Attack in Malacca Strait

In roughly the same area where two UN-charter vessels were 
raided just days before, a Japanese bulk carrier successfully de-
flected a pirate attack in the Strait of Malacca.

The London-based International Maritime Bureau, a non-profit 
organization dedicated to fighting all types of maritime crime, 
expressed concern over the latest attacks. The Malacca Strait is 
one of the world’s busiest shipping lanes in the world. Last year, 
Indonesian naval patrols had succeeded in significantly reducing 
the number of attacks. 

The latest attack involved pirates on an unlit speedboat off the 
coast of Indonesia’s Aceh province. They tailed the large vessel and 
then attempted board her from the stern. Only an alert deck watch 
prevented a successful boarding and the would-be hijackers were 
repelled with the use of fire hoses and deck flood lights. This attack 
was preceded several nights before by pirates who successfully 
boarded two U.N. chartered vessels said to be carrying aid cargo 
for tsunami-ravaged areas in Indonesia. There were no injuries 
on either of the U.N. vessels, but pirates damaged equipment and 
robbed the crews of cash and other items. 

The IMB says that there were no pirate attacks recorded in the 
Strait of Malacca in the first quarter of 2006, with credit for that 
record largely given to the stepped up naval patrols. Sunday’s attack, 
however, was the fifth such incident reported since April.  

PIRACY UpDATES Piracy Updates are sent in by Andrew Mwangura, Coordinator of the 
Seafarer Assistance Program, in Mombasa, Kenya.

activities along the Gulf of Aden and the Western Indian Ocean 
region. These illegal activities are carried out by individuals directly 
involved in piracy and other maritime malpractices.  

Unless international action is taken against pirate fishing, Somalia 
could become a haven for criminals who may feel encouraged to 
extend their activities in the wide vast region. We would also ap-
preciate it if the Kenya Maritime Authority could crack-down all 
sub-standard ships calling Mombasa port from Somalia, Asia and 
the UAE.
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Cruise Ship Priest Program
NCL makes move on megaship 
market with $2.8bn Aker order
Reprinted with permission from Lloyd’s List
Friday September 08 2006

NORWEGIAN Cruise Line 
is the latest cruise company 
to enter the megaship market 
after announcing a 2.17bn 
($2.8bn) deal with Aker Yards 
for two 150,000 gt ships and 
an option for a third, writes 
Sandra Speares.

NCL, who has been at the centre of rumours about a possible 
buyout by Italy’s MSC Cruises, announced yesterday that it had 
placed a firm order for two 4,200 passenger ships for delivery in 
2009 and 2010 with an option on a third ship for delivery the fol-
lowing year.

The ships are to be built at the former Chantiers de L’Atlantique 
yard in France, now owned by Aker, with the first two ships costing 

735m apiece and a price tag of 700 on the option.
For the past 10 years, NCL has built exclusively in Germany. 

Its latest ship, Pride of Hawaii , was delivered from Lloyd Werft 
earlier this year.

The orders are part of plans to renew the NCL fleet and, according 
to chairman Tan Sri KT Lim, will mean that by “2010 there will 
be almost nothing left of the NCL we bought in 2000 except the 
name and the people”.

He added: “In place of the old, mixed fleet we inherited, there 
will be the youngest, most innovative and exciting fleet in the 
industry.”

NCL’s chief executive Colin Veitch said that the order underlined 
the company’s confidence in the North American cruise industry.

A spokeswoman for the company said no decision had been taken 
on where the ships would be deployed after delivery. The company, 
she added, had “no concerns” that the size of the new ships might 
limit cruise itineraries.

The company has had teething problems with its US-flagged 
ships, not least in terms of the costs involved in employing US 
crews on its ships.

Mr Veitch said the “US flag start-up costs have obscured, for the 
past two years, the financial returns on the international fleet of ships 
that we have built since Star Cruises bought NCL”.

The contract is the first for Aker since it took over Chantiers de 
l’Atlantique. According to Aker Yards’ president of cruise and fer-
ries Yrjö Julin, the deal “was made possible by using best practice 
from our French and Finnish yards”.

Yards in France and Finland are currently going through a “rig-
orous integration process” the company said and “without the 
envisaged synergies, the contract would not have been attainable 
for either of the yards individually.”

FREE Lloyd’s List Daily News Bulletin at
http://www.lloydslist.com/bulletin

Subject: Maritime Administration Improvement Act of 2006

Senator Stevens (R-AK) introduced the Maritime Administration 
Improvement Act of 2006 (S. 3852) to enhance certain maritime 
programs of the Department of Transportation, and for other pur-
poses. If adopted, this measure would, among other things, modify 
the war risk insurance and Maritime Security tank vessel programs 
and place requirements on certain crew members on large US pas-
sengers ships. 

h t t p : / / f r w e b g a t e . a c c e s s . g p o . g o v / c g i - b i n / g e t d o c .
cgi?dbname=109_cong_bills&docid=f:s3852pcs.txt.pdf

Check out Section 15 - LARGE PASSENGER SHIP CREW 
REQUIREMENTS. 

Looks like HR 889 all over again. It appears to me to be an effort 
to Man US Passenger Vessels with Non-US Citizens in the stewards 
department. Of course there is limit to the term of employment as 
written: 

“may be employed for a period of service on board not to exceed 
36 months in the aggregate as a nonimmigrant crewman under 
section 1101(15)(D)(i) of the Immigration and Nationality Act (8 
U.S. C. 1101(15)(D)(i)) on vessels engaged in domestic voyages 
notwithstanding the departure requirements of such section and the 
regulations and rules promulgated thereunder.”

Another bill introduced by American Seamen’s buddy Senator 
Ted Stevens (R-AK) 

Comments by Capt. Harry Scholer

Energizer Bunny arrested - charged with battery.

Freudian slip:  when you say one thing but mean your mother.

Is a book on voyeurism a peeping tome?

A successful diet is the triumph of mind over platter.

A gossip is someone with a great sense of rumor.

Without geometry, life is pointless.

A man’s home is his castle, in a manor of speaking.

Whatõs the deþnition of a will? (Come on, itõs a dead giveaway!)

A chicken crossing the road is poultry in motion.

If you don’t pay your exorcist, you get repossessed.

A grenade thrown into a kitchen in France would result in 
Linoleum Blownapart.

The short fortune-teller who escaped from prison was a small 
medium-at-large.

When an actress saw her þrst strands of grey hair, she thought 
she’d dye.

Aker Shipyard in Saint Nazaire
photo from www.akeryards.com
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Port Ministry

I was a stranger and you welcomed me.  - Matthew 25:35
For over sixty years, the Stella Maris Seafarers’ Centre has op-

erated from premises in Queen Victoria St, Fremantle.  Over the 
years, tens of thousands of Servicemen and merchant seafarers have 
passed through its doors.  Monsignor John O’Shea was tireless in 
his work as Port Chaplain and National Director, in which capac-
ity he circumnavigated this vast land by road and visited every 
seaport on the Coast.  He also worked in the Apostleship of the 
Sea Secretariat in Rome.

Over the years, the quicker turn-a-round of ships and the con-
tainerisation of cargo meant a decline in seafarers.  Following 
Monsignor’s appointment to Rottnest Island, the Port Chaplaincy 
was assumed by Fr Vincent Conroy. It became obvious that the 
Centre was asset rich while services were diminished.  The Finance 
Office became responsible for the finances, and various people 
gave of their time as volunteers and to the committee. This seems 
an appropriate time to record the Archdiocese’s thanks to all the 
volunteers who helped the Centre through the years.

In recent months, various options were explored for the fullest and 
most beneficial use of the Centre. I am now pleased to announce 
that St Patrick’s Community Care Centre will operate from the 
major part of the building at 12-14 Queen Victoria St, Fremantle.  
Number 16 will continue as the Stella Maris Seafarer’s Centre, 
under the direction of Deacon Patrick Moore who will be part-time 
Port Chaplain.

It’s envisaged that the Port Chaplain’s work will be more mobile 
and less institutional.  As the State experiences boom times, it is 
important to remind ourselves that we live on an island continent 
and that export and import trade relies on the work of seafarers 
who live and work away from their families and familiar places for 
extended periods. Catholics may make up about 60% of seafarers 
with Filipino and Indians of Goanese origin comprising about half 
those numbers. The work of the Apostleship of the Sea is to help 
overcome the loneliness, isolation and depression many seafarers 
suffer from. Many of them are vulnerable as they come from devel-
oping nations, and about 70% of the world’s 1.5 million seafarers 
do not belong to a trade union. One in twenty of the world’s ships 
is estimated to be unseaworthy, thus contributing to safety and 
workplace concerns. In addition, there are dangers from pirates on 
the high seas, and now many crews are confined to their ships while 
in port because of limited stay or security concerns.

I ask you and your parishioners to pray for the work of the Apostle-
ship of the Sea.  Pray also for the seafarers. Encourage your people 
to assist as volunteers...

Remember that the Holy Family journeyed to Egypt as foreigners 
and strangers, that Apostles Peter, Andrew, James and John were 
fishermen, and that the Lord Jesus will recognise 
at the Last Judgement those who serve him now 
with the words, “I was a stranger, and you wel-
comed me.”

Most Rev B J Hickey
Archbishop of Perth
18 July 2006

Seafarers’ champion 
Tony Rimmer dies at 65
Tireless worker never hestitated to criticise both 
shipowners and the authorities

By Sandra Speares
Reprinted with permission from Lloyd’s List  Friday, August 25, 2006

SEAFARERS’ champion the Rev Tony Rimmer, who was in the 
vanguard of the campaign to secure the release of the master of the 
Erika, has died after a short illness. He was 65.

Over his 15 years as port chaplain for the Mission to Seafarers in 
Dunkirk, Mr Rimmer fought tirelessly on behalf of oppressed crew  
members and never hesitated to criticise both shipowners and the 
authorities when he felt criticism was due.

One of his most high profile interventions came as a result of of 
the 1999 Erika oil spill when the ship’s master, Karun Mathur, was  
imprisoned by the French authorities. Mr Rimmer and the mission 
lobbied hard for his release.

Never one to mince his words, he sent a letter to French Presi-
dent Jacques Chirac and other senior ministers saying that Captain 
Mathur’s incarceration was not the best advertisement for a country 
that prided itself for being liberal and egalitarian.

He also criticised the French judicial system, saying that the reason 
why the master was detained was because the judge hearing the 
case was not experienced in maritime matters.

As the mission’s secretary for France, Mr Rimmer played a lead-
ing role in expanding the seafarers’ ministry there and helped to 
de- velop a number of centres around France in association with 
French partners.

Although he may on occasion have been a thorn in the flesh of 
the French authorities, his contribution to seafarers’ welfare was 
recognised at a French millennium celebration when he featured 
in a national exhibition of 160 people who had made a significant 
contribution to the life of the country.

Paying tribute to Mr Rimmer, mission secretary general Canon 
Bill Christianson said: “Tony was an extraordinary chaplain and was 
tireless in his care for seafarers’ wellbeing. He was an outstanding 
advocate for seafarers rights.”

Mr Rimmer had close links to Lloyd’s List and never hesitated 
to enlist media support, or that of anyone else he thought might be 
useful. in his fight for seafarers’ welfare.

By the same token he was always prepared to help journalists 
preparing stories that covered his “patch” and had a huge fund of 
humourous anecdotes and tall tales to share.

In the case of the 1997 arrest of the Turkish combination carrier 
Obo Basak in Dunkirk, he threatened to chain himself to the vessel 
in protest against the crew’s treatment, although sadly this promising 
photo opportunity for the paper fell by the wayside.

Born in Fleetwood, Lancashire, Mr Rimmer was a vicar in that 
county before joining the mission in October, 1986.

He retired in November, 2001. He is survived by his wife June, 
six children and many grandchildren.

Archbishop of Perth, Australia 
Issues Pastoral Letter on AOS
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Upcoming Events For Maritime Ministry

January 30-31, 2007  AOSUSA Annual Conference - 
American Maritime Officers Star Center, Dania, FL
February 4-16, 2007  Houston Maritime Chaplaincy
Training Program
March 25-27, 2007  Gulf Coast Conference, Houston, Texas
May 22, 2007  United States National Maritime Day & 
USCCB National Day of Remembrance and Prayer for 
Seafarers
June 24-29, 2007  AOS World Congress - Gdynia, Poland
July 8, 2007  Sea Sunday

I am Chidiebere Onuoha, a Marine 
Engineering student of Maritime 
Academy of Nigeria Oron.

I was browsing via some books in 
our library when I saw your newslet-
ter. Though old, the content inter-
ested me a lot.

I love the way you care for people, 
and I want to be getting information 
from you. I love your good work at 
sea. It shows me that to be a seaman 
is a good job.

I am a devout Catholic as well. I try 
to coordinate a church service in my 
school every Sunday.

I want to hear from you people 
again. 

Thanks, 
Chidiebere

Two Letters from Students...

Prayer of Our Lady Star of the Sea 
by Student Mariner member Anthony 

Maranise

O Sweet Virgin Mary,
It is you whom I seek, the mother of 

Christ, who guides and protects those 
who sail upon the seas or who visit them 
frequently. I pray with confidence that 
you will Illuminate the dark paths that lay 
before me and guide me safely in your 
comfort through the stormy seas of life. 
Hear my request and interceed for me 
as a loving mother would for her child in 
need. I offer my humble thanks to you as 
I call to mind the role you served in the 
miracle birth of our Savior, Jesus Christ. 
Sweet Star of the Sea, place my prayer 
before the highest altar of Christ as a 
symbol of my complete trust in Him. O 
Mary, conceived without sin, pray for us 
who have recourse to thee.  (Add 1 Hail 
Holy Queen)

Our Lady, Star of the Sea...Protect us, 
Pray for Us.                                   Amen


