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SEA SUNDAY
MESSAGE - 2006

As the Apostleship of the Sea celebrates Sea Sunday 2006, once
again our thoughts and prayers go to all the Seafarers and Fishing
communities worldwide, together with those who are involved in
cruise ships and yachting. This year we observe this day with re-
newed optimism because in February a comprehensive Convention
on Maritime Labour Standard was adopted opening the way — if
ratified and implemented — for the emergence of a new maritime
world order that will offer new opportunities for women and men
to obtain decent and productive work.

But, on the other hand, we were disappointed that the proposed
Convention on Work in the Fishing Sector was not approved during
the 93th ILO Conference, in 2005. This international instrument
would have made all kind of professional fishing a safer and more
just workplace. It is hoped that it will be presented again and ad-
opted at the next ILO Conference. It is hence important that AOS
members continue to campaign and join forces with local fishers
organizations to promote the understanding and the adoption of
this instrument.

In the meantime, in spite of the fact that the shipping trade is en-
joying a period of growth and that the demand for fisheries products
is unprecedented, globalisation is putting the dignity of the human
persons involved in shipping and fishing under heavy strain and life
at sea is still difficult and dangerous. Globalisation of labour and
finance in shipping, illegal, unregulated and unreported fishing, but
also rigid regulations that do not take into account essential needs
of fishing communities, are causing harm to the maritime profes-
sion and environment. To alleviate this and to contribute to a new
social order, it is essential to establish with and among seafarers
and fishing communities relationships of solidarity and coopera-
tion. Solidarity is one of the basic concepts of the Church’s Social
Teaching, which is based on the principles of the dignity of the
human person and of the common good of all.

Sea Sunday is therefore a reminder for the Apostleship of the
Sea to be faithful to its vocation and to keep intact its Christian
perspective, which is to put the human being at the centre of all
planning and projects, to make a firm commitment especially in
favour of the poor and the weak, to promote a sense of brother-
hood and solidarity, to share with everyone the Hope that evil
will not prevail and things can be changed for the better, as it is in
the Paschal mystery. There are many things that contribute to an
individual’s well-being: good material and working conditions are
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indeed indispensable but we cannot be guided solely by economic
considerations; respect for the social and spiritual dimensions of
each person, without which no real and sustainable happiness can
be achieved, is also essential.

With this in mind, next year, we shall hold our XXII AOS World
Congress in Gdynia, Poland, from 24" to 29" June. One of the
conclusions in the AOS Congress of Rio de Janeiro (2002), was that
the “globalised maritime industry be given a humane face”. This
time we shall go a step further and take this opportunity to discuss
and deepen the understanding of our pastoral care, the apostolate’s
spirituality and its specific contribution to the maritime world. Let us
pray that this will be a time of grace that will enable us to progress
in our mission, which is to reach out to all the People of the Sea.

On this auspicious day we wish you all a happy celebration, invok-
ing on all seafaring and fishing communities and on all chaplains,
pastoral agents and volunteers of AOS the maternal intercession of
the Holy Virgin Mary, the “Stella Maris”.

May She pray for us, teaching us how to strengthen the bonds of
Christian solidarity among us, through Proclamation of the World,
Liturgy and Service.

Renato Raffaele Cardinal Martino, President
+ Archbishop Agostino Marchetto, Secretary
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Farewell from AOSUSA National Director

This is my last communication with
you as National Director of the Apostle-
ship of the Sea. I will be officially and
formally leaving this position Friday,
July 28, 2006 beginning a new assign-
ment in the Archdiocese of Chicago.
My Archbishop has called me home to
found a new parish on the extreme north
end of the archdiocese. I am very happy
and excited about this new pastoral chal-
lenge. Please keep me in your prayers.

The work of the Apostleship of the
Sea will continue. We are all praying
that the USCCB will appoint and em-
ploy a new national director sometime soon. In the interim, feel
free to contact Ms. Cecile Motus, the Director of PCMR at the
USCCB. She will be assuming all of the National Director of
the Apostleship of the Sea responsibilities. Ms. Motus can be
contacted at 202-541-3384.

Also our AOSUSA national office will continue to support
the aims and missions of the AOS by providing leadership and
direction for the AOS mission. Feel free to contact our President,
Father Sinclair Oubre, or our Secretary General Ms. Doreen
Badeaux at the National Headquarters for the AOSUSA in Port
Arthur, Texas at 409-985-4545.

It’s been a great six years. I have learned so much, and I pray
that the Lord chose me for this position so that I would have
been able to share some of my gifts and talents over these last
six years. I know I have gained so much from being involved
with the men and women of the AOS.

May God continue to bless you and may Our Lady, Star of
the Sea continue to guide and protect you in all that you do for
those who sail upon the waters of our world.

Serving God’s People on the Move,
Rev. Fr. John A. Jamnicky

P.S. We have rosaries, Bibles, large picture of Christ with the
seafarers, and many other items at the National office. Contact
Ms. Margaret Marzec at 202-541-3225.

Please Pray for:

- Repose of the soul of Rick Durgin of Moran Gulf
Shipping Agencies, killed in an accident.

- Repose of the soul Fr. Eduardo Pinzonis mother,
following an extended illness.

- Crew and passengers of cruise ships M/S Noordam
(Holland America), M/S Pride of America (Norwegian),
and M/V Century (Celebrity).

- Crew of merchant ships T/V San Miguel, M/V Sanko
Amity, and M/V Eagle Augusta.
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Thank God for seafarers
and all they bring us

Sea Sunday July 9 2006
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Report notes ‘astonishing’ human

rights violations against seafarers
By David Osler - reprinted from D/000MIOMI Monday June 12, 2006

SEAFARERS are routinely suffering human rights abuses
through their employment, according to a dossier published today
by the International Transport Workers’ Federation.

The report — titled ‘Out of Sight, Out of Mind” — highlights
such issues as recruiting scams, vessel abandonment and virtual
forced labour.

Its publication is timed to coincide with the start of the United
Nations Open-ended Informal Consultative Process on the Law
of the Sea (Unicpolos), which opens in New York today.

ITF representatives will be lobbying for the inclusion of human
and labour rights issues in the maritime and fisheries sectors on
the agenda for future discussion.

The report charges that despite attempts to project a progres-
sive image, shipping continues to allow “astonishing” human
rights violations.

“Such abuses range from instances of extreme physical vio-
lence against crew members to systematic cheating by owners
and agents of seafarers’ wages,” the ITF maintains.

“There are numerous examples of crew abandoned without
subsistence, having not been paid for months, sometimes years,
and forced to accept charity in order to survive.”

“Seafarers are often expected to work in conditions that would
be unacceptable in other industries.

“In some cases they are afraid to complain or seek assistance
from trade unions or welfare organisations for fear of blacklist-
ing.”

There are also broadbrush accusations against flags of conve-
nience, said to be collectively unable or unwilling to exercise
any control over companies that sign up to their registries.

Although it is sometimes fair to blame rogue elements in the
industry, exploitation can often be routine, the ITF alleges.

If anything, the situation is even worse for fishing vessel crew
than for merchant seafarers, as fewer countries have ratified the
fisheries equivalent of the Standards of Training, Certification
and Watchkeeping convention.

Among the cases highlighted is that of the tanker Tasman Spirit,
which ran aground at Karachi in July 2003. Salvors were called
in, but were unable to prevent an oil leak.

Although the ship had been under the control of a port pilot,
the master, the crew and the salvage tug’s captain were arrested
and held for nine months.

‘Out of Sight, Out of Mind’
can be downloaded at:
www.itfglobal.org/infocentre/pubs.cfm

Merchant Marine

Professional Development Column ...

I was having a difficult time coming up
with one specific topic to discuss in this
month’s column. So I have decided to
opine on more that one topic.

First of all I want to congratulate the
President Bush for giving the commence-
. ment address at Kings Point, on June 19".
He is the first president to visit Kings
Point. As a graduate of Kings Point, all
I can say, why did it take so long for a
president to visit? You can watch view
the entire ceremony at www.tvworldwide.com/events/mari-
timetv/060619/ Including the now famous hug given to
President Bush by Midshipman Gabriel Whitney.

I will admit that after being ashore for eight years I had for-
gotten about the upheaval that traveling half way around the
world to join and/or depart a ship can cause. A good friend
of mine recently rejoined his regular ship as first engineer;
after he got settled in I got a very interesting e-mail from
him. He told me that after a week he was still experiencing
jet lag and was thinking to himself, what I am doing here?
Any one who thinks coming and going to a ship is easy has
never had to do it. You have to pack everything you will
need, such as clothing and gear for the next several months.
Next you have to say good bye to family and friends and
everything you are familiar with. The last step is to travel
for hours or days, which is stressful and then be ready to
go to work as soon as you arrive.

The point of this musing is that living and working on a
ship is stressful enough, but the coming and going is just
as difficult. Leaving my family and friends was the hardest
part for me. Once I got aboard the ship and started work-
ing I was good to go. Do think about the stress involved in
coming and going to a ship and the effects it has on you as
a mariner and to your family and friends. There is a price
to be paid not just by you as a mariner, but to family and
friends.

My advice is to talk to ship mates, AOS staff, write-tele-
phone-email family and friends before you leave and when
you first get home.

Feel free to e-mail me at kps77 @cox.net with questions
about training, advancement, or a career at sea.

Capt. David Teel
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Whatever happened
to the Savannah?

The Maritime Administration (MARAD) is considering trans-
ferring the Nuclear Ship OUII00000CO from its present location
in the James River Reserve Fleet in Virginia to either Charleston,
South Carolina; Wilmington, North Carolina; Hampton Roads,
Virginia; or Baltimore, Maryland, to complete decommission-
ing of the ship’s nuclear reactor. Prior to making this decision,
MARAD requests -
public comments
and may hold sev-
eral informational
public meetings
and/or teleconfer-
ences on the pro-
posal.

The U0DO0000CC,
the world’s first nu-
clear powered com-
mercial vessel, was
originally launched on July 21, 1959, and served as a demonstra-
tion of the peaceful and productive use of atomic power. It was
part of the Patriots Point Naval and Maritime Museum in Mount
Pleasant, SC from 1981 to 1994, and has spent the last 11 years
moored at MARAD’s James River Reserve Fleet in Virginia.

MARAD is considering transferring the Savannah from its present
location to either Charleston, South Carolina; Wilmington, North
Carolina; Hampton Roads, Virginia; or Baltimore, Maryland, to
complete
the de-
commis-
sioning of
its nuclear
reactor.
No nu-
clear fuel
remains
on the Sa-
vannah (as all of the fuel was removed more than 30 years ago).
MARAD has a five-year plan to remove the rest of the irradiated
components from the ship—the reactor pressure vessel, steam gen-
erators, pumps and piping systems. These components have been
tested and found to be Class A or lower, which means they have
the lowest radiation levels they can have and still be considered
nuclear waste. The waste would be disposed of in a licensed facil-
ity. This collective process is defined as ““decommissioning.”

The Savannah is licensed and regulated by the U.S. Nuclear
Regulatory Commission (NRC)—just like any other commer-
cial utility that operates a nuclear power station. Under NRC
regulations, MARAD must move the Savannah from its present
location in the James River Reserve Fleet to an East Coast port /
industrial complex where the decommissioning work can be ac-

Merchant Marine

Owners agree fatigue factor
in accidents but veto review

from OI000000C00 May 15, 2006
TOP shipowner groupings recognise that fatigue is a major
factor in shipping accidents, but have come out against a further
review of safe manning guidelines, writes David Osler.

The issue was one of many discussed at the annual general
meetings of the International Chamber of Shipping and the Inter-
national Shipping Federation in Washington this week.

“Alarge number of governments now appear to believe that the
increased workload on board ship is giving rise to serious fatigue
on the part of critical personnel, and that it may be playing a part
in a number of maritime casualties,” said a joint statement.

While the ICS and ISF support the inclusion of fatigue as a
priority item on the International Maritime Organization work
programme, the IMO should “think carefully” about whether
another review would be productive.

Criminal prosecution for deliberate violation of pollution regula-
tions was also supported.

But technical shortcomings of oily water separators and lack of
reception facilities in some ports should also be addressed.

Serious concerns were expressed over the EU directive on civil
liability, which could ultimately remove shipowners’ rights to
limit liability.

EU and Californian restrictions on atmospherical pollution from
ships were slammed as unhelpful.

“Shipping is a uniquely global industry requiring global regula-
tion,” said the ICS and ISF.

The International Labour Organisation ‘superconvention’ on
maritime labour standards was welcomed.

National shipowner association made a firm commitment to
promote the convention to their governments.

Women Mariners,

Check out this site, recommended by Katie
Haven, a chief engineer for Alaskan Marine
Highway.

It is the website of the Womens’ Maritime
Association.

http://www.womensmaritimeassoc.com/intropage.html

complished. NRC will then consider an amendment to MARAD’s
Savannah license to authorize the decommissioning work. This
review is expected to take two years (2006-2008), and it will
include a series of formal hearings chaired by the NRC in the
decommissioning port.
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Cruise Ship Notes...

From Most Rev. Raymond Boland, DD
Bishop Emeritus of Kansas City-St. Joseph

“I just wanted to send a brief report
on my Holy Week cruise aboard the
Celebrity Line Century some weeks
ago. Everything went extremely well,
and we had good congregations for
all the services and Masses during the
week. On the Monday morning, I met
with the Cruise Director, Allan King,
and he was most cooperative in fol-
lowing my suggestions for the correct
titles of the liturgies connected with
Holy Thursday, Good Friday and the
First Mass of Easter. He was also most
helpful in giving me appropriate evening hours for the services
during the Triduum. I also had a liturgy with the crew in mid-week.
Many of them were catholics from Goa in India, and they had a
wonderful mini-choir. I was fortunate in discovering that the Music
Minister from Fort Dietrich in Maryland, along with his wife, were
on the cruise and with their enthusiastic cooperation and guitar, we
enhanced our liturgies with music and hymns associated with the
liturgical season. A few members of the congregation insisted on
making a contribution in gratitude for having a chaplain on board
during Holy Week, and I told them I would send their donations to
the Apostleship of the Sea.”

_/ﬁimwx.,
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Congratulations...

to Robert Vazquez of Celebrity Cruises, and his
wife Lisa, on the addition of their new little baby
girl, born June 4th.

\ J .j )
Introducing Sopa Grace - What a cutie!
We suspect Robert is one proud Dad.

Cruise Ship Priest Program

UN praises Noordam crew
for Ae§ean refugee rescue

0ooonooroOioiboomoooboneCIoiTimoI00CmoD
OIbooooooonooo0n

THE master and crew of the Holland America Line cruiseship
0000000 have won high praise from the United Nations refugee
agency after rescuing 22 people in the Aegean Sea.

“We want to commend the shipmaster and crew of the LJIDIOO0M
00O for their humanitarian act and for upholding international law
and custom,” said UN high commissioner for refugees Anténio
Guterres in Geneva.

The 2005-built, 82,318 gt O0OI00O rescued 22 people from vari-
ous countries, including Somalia and Iraq, spotted adrift off the
island of Samos while the cruiseship was heading from Santorini
in Greece to Kusadasi in Turkey.

Under the leadership of Captain Hans Matboer and chief officer
Mark Rowden, who was in charge of the fast rescue boat that was
lowered, the crew brought the people on board within two hours
and 15 minutes.

Rose Abello, HAL vice-president for public relations who was
on the 0000000, told OIDOOIIIOME that the act received a standing
ovation from the passengers.

“I cannot imagine there was a single dry eye in the house,” Ms
Abello added.

The refugees included at least one asylum seeker, the UN said.
A child, identified in the Turkish press as a six-year-old boy, who
was not wearing a life vest was later found dead by Greek rescu-
ers, HAL said.

After the rescue the cruiseship proceeded as scheduled to Kusadasi
where, according to a local press report, Turkish authorities refused
to allow the refugees ashore. Ms Abello played down this aspect,
saying the refugees “just took a long time to process”.

“They all spoke different languages and were carrying no iden-
tification,” she said. “It took a while to find interpreters, and the
whole process was complicated”.

The UD0000O eventually left on Wednesday night and, having
cancelled a scheduled run to Malta, will remain on schedule, Ms
Abello said.

The ship, with 1,847 passengers, is on a 10-day round trip from
Civitavecchia in Italy.

The United Nations statement praised Turkey for receiving the
refugees, and added: “Shipmasters have an obligation under inter-
national law to rescue any persons in distress at sea.

“Persons rescued at sea should be disembarked at the next port of
call, where they should be admitted, at least on a temporary basis.

“At a time when captains are constantly asked to boost efficiency
and cut costs, it remains vital that they continue to take the time
and trouble to rescue people in peril — whether they are refugees
or any other people in distress.”

A Sunday School teacher asked her class why Joseph and Mary took Jesus with them to
Jerusalem. A small child replied: 0They couldnit get a baby sitter.6
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Norwegian Cruise Line America inroduces Pride of Hawaii

reprinted from the OO &
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NCL America (NCLA), =
the U.S.-flag component
of Norwegian Cruise
Line, introduced the OIO0I0TOOONN at the vessel’s christening on
May 20, 2006 in Los Angeles, CA.

In a precedent setting event, Sen. Daniel Inouye (D-Hawaii) be-
came the first “godfather” to christen a cruise vessel in the modern
era. The 2400 passenger ship has the highest capacity of NCLA’s
U.S.-flag fleet of three ships, which include the OII000IOIO00 and
the 0000000000000,

The NCLA effort to expand the U.S.-flag market in Hawaii is

proving highly successful. The number of passengers carried by
the vessels has doubled since 2004, and this number is expected to
exceed 650,000 in 2007.

Those ships and the passengers they carry will support more
than 20,000 direct and indirect jobs, including hundreds of marine
positions vital to U.S. national security. The NCLA fleet will also
generate more than $1 billion in U.S. economic activity, much of it
in Hawaii, but nonetheless distributed across the nation.

US Cruise trade associations
merge and move to Miami

From OIUCOMIOMI By Rajesh Joshi in New York
Friday June 16, 2006

AMAIJOR shake-up sees the two distinct cruise industry trade as-
sociations, New York-based Cruise Lines International Association
and Washington DC-based International Council of Cruise Lines,
merge and move to Miami.

The president of CLIA, Terry Dale, has been appointed president
of the expanded organisation, which will retain the CLIA name. The
expanded CLIA would move its headquarters to Miami, the de facto
cruise capital, by the turn of the year, Mr Dale said.

The original CLIA has traditionally served the sales and marketing
functions on the cruise industry’s behalf and has been the industry’s
outreach to some 17,000 travel agents selling cruises. The ICCL has
served as the legislative, lobbying and research arm geared towards
policymakers and the public.

Mr Dale said that Michael Crye, incumbent ICCL president, has
been invited to remain within the expanded organisation. Mr Crye,
who could not be reached for comment on Thursday, has promised
to remain with the organisation through the transition period and is
exploring longer-term options, Mr Dale said.

The new CLIA would retain a presence in New York City through
its public relations agency and other resources, Mr Dale said. It
also intends to keep up the lobbying and legislative presence in
the US capital.

Richard Fain, ICCL chairman and Royal Caribbean chief execu-
tive, stressed the need for a common platform.

“As the cruise industry continues to grow as a global force, it
becomes increasingly important that it speak with one strong, clear
voice,” Mr Fain said. “This merger is a logical next step for our
industry.”

The post-merger transition period for the move to Miami went
into effect as of Thursday, said Brian Major, CLIA’s director of
public relations.

Mr Dale said the decision to merge the two stand-alone organisa-

Cruise Line Accurate Safety
Statistics Act introduced

As noted in Dennis Bryant’s Maritime Items, Representative
Shays (R-CT) introduced the Cruise Line Accurate Safety Statis-
tics Act (H.R. 5707) at the end of June.

The act would require, among other things, that the owner of a
cruise ship that calls at a port in the United States to report to the
Secretary of the department in which the Coast Guard is operat-
ing crimes that occur on the cruise ship in which a citizen of the
United States was a victim.

tions arose out of a process that lasted several months, and drew
upon an independent consultant’s study commissioned by the
industry.

This study recommended that combined operation would be more
effective and efficient in accomplishing both organisations’ goals,
a CLIA statement said.

Mr Dale has led CLIA for the past three years. His prior experi-
ence includes a successful stint as the head of New York City’s
conventions and visitors’ bureau.

A new pastor was visiting in the homes of his
parishioners. At one house it seemed obvious that
someone was at home, but no answer came to his
repeated knocks at the door. Therefore, he took out
a card and wrote: 0Revelation 3:2006 on the back of
it and stuck it in the door.

When the offering was processed the following
Sunday, he found that his card had been returned.
Added to it was this cryptic message: 0Genesis 3:10.0
Reaching for his Bible to check out the citation, he
broke up in gales of laughter.

Revelation 3:20 begins 0Behold, | stand at the door
and knock.6 Genesis 3:10 reads, 0l heard your voice
in the garden and | was afraid for | was naked.6
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Fishing

America’s Oldest Industry Announces New Coalition

Tens of thousands of commercial fishermen generate well over $28 billion annually

(New Orleans, La.) America’s commercial family fishermen—a
fiercely independent, hard-working, and determined group—are
forming a national coalition to give them a unified voice in advocat-
ing national and state policy and to foster professional collaboration.
The idea for the as-yet-unnamed coalition started several years
ago at Fish Expo—an annual commercial fishing conference—and
comes at a time when two national commissions have recommended
sweeping reform to America’s ocean policy. Commercial fishermen
ply America’s waters to provide fresh seafood for our tables. The
initial $28 billion in dockside sales is multiplied many times over
through the industry’s support of countless related jobs, from boat
builders to bait suppliers, which strengthen the nation’s economy
each year.

On March 30-31st, family fishermen from coastal communities in
Hawaii, California, North Carolina, Maine, Massachusetts, Florida,
Maryland, Louisiana, Washington and Alaska spent two days in
New Orleans discussing the issues affecting their communities.
Fishermen addressed ways to improve water quality, provide health-
care, promote the image of wild seafood, strengthen community
infrastructure and improve communication with legislators. The
visit included a traditional crawfish feast hosted by local shrimp-
ers, who told of being edged out of their livelihoods by declining
market prices due to imports, coastal pollution, shrinking access to
dockside facilities and skyrocketing fuel costs.

Dependence on a healthy resource

“Every responsible fisherman is an environmentalist and a con-
servationist, but we’re not extremists,” said North Carolina trawl
boat owner-operator Jimmy Ruhle. He emphasized that Americans
need to know the truth about fishermen and their heritage. Ruhle,
who recently received National Fisherman’s “Highliner”” award for
excellence in industry leadership, said he felt the award came with
the responsibility to improve conditions for the family fishermen of
America and the resource they depend on. “If we can work together,
we can help prevent the kind of problems that are destroying families
and communities in Louisiana.”

Water quality emerged as one of the primary concerns for many
fishermen around the nation. “Other groups have failed to stop the
decline in water quality and prevent our coasts from being over-
developed,” said Maryland fisherman Larry Simns. “It’s time for
fishermen around the country to band together and fight for clean
water where it’s needed and keep the resource healthy where it’s
strong. Our livelihoods depend on it.”

A valuable product, a rich tradition

Louisiana is not the only region that bears witness to the decline
of America’s fishing families. Pat White, a Maine lobsterman who
traveled the United States as part of the Pew Oceans Commission,
recounts that the heritage of fishermen is failing fast. “I heard the
same story wherever we went. Fishing families, along with genera-
tions of knowledge about the resource, are disappearing. They don’t
see a future on the water for their children.”

California’s Pietro Parravanno added, “We hope our coalition can
help reinstate benefits like healthcare, which was taken away by

the federal government in the 1980’s, and to rebuild community
stability that has been eroded by coastal sprawl.”

Massachusetts fisherman Ray Kane emphasized improved
communication with legislators, who would welcome a unified
constituency of family fishermen. “We need to make Washington
listen so they can understand the value of fishing communities,”
he noted. Kane also sees fish abundance as a goal which would
strengthen resource-dependent families. “I want to see cod come
back before I die.”

Jeremy Brown, a Washington State-based albacore troller, empha-
sized that fishermen provide a valuable commodity to the world.
“American fishermen offer consumers one of the healthiest, tastiest
foods available. Like the family farmers, we make real food, the
way it is meant to be.”

Louisiana shrimper Tracy Kuhns is working to develop a regional
label that will educate consumers about the origin of their fish,
shrimp, blue crab and crawfish. Her proposal, now undergoing a
feasibility study, may serve as a prototype for others. She believes
consumers want to support local, sustainably-harvested seafood,
and hopes more people will come to realize their meals are from
family-owned boats whose livelihoods are imperiled.

After two days of refining issues and developing ideas for na-
tional unity, the group plans to return to their respective regions,
get feedback from fellow fishing organizations and reconvene
their dialogue in Providence, Rhode Island later this spring.

Fast Fish Facts

Health

Itis recommended for people to eat fish (particularly fatty fish) at
least two times a week. Fish is a good source of protein and doesn’t
have the high saturated fat that fatty meat products do. Fatty fish
are high in two kinds of omega-3 fatty acids, eicosapentaenoic acid
(EPA) and docosahexaenoic acid (DHA).- The American Heart
Association

-‘The ways that omega-3 fatty acids reduce Cardio Vascular Dis-
ease (CVD) risk are still being studied. However, research has
shown that they:

-decrease risk of arrhythmias, which can lead to sudden cardiac
death

-decrease triglyceride levels

-decrease growth rate of atherosclerotic plaque

-lower blood pressure (slightly)

Consumption and Trade

“Some estimates indicate 20% of the world’s protein is derived
from fish. In 2002, the average American consumed 15.6 pounds of
seafood. That same year, the U.S. was the 3rd largest consumer of

FISH FACTS, page 9
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Fishermen Urge Congress to Reinstate Health Care in Debate

Washington, D.C., May 16- American fishermen are organiz-
ing, calling on the Congress to reestablish health care coverage
for the country’s fishing families as Congress debates the reau-
thorization of the nation’s primary fishery law, the Magnuson-
Stevens Act. The Commercial Fishermen of America (CFA) is
mounting a campaign to bring health care coverage to all fishing
families in the United States.

“The lack of adequate health care coverage for fishing men
and women and their families is a serious problem in the fishing
fleet,” says Larry Simns, fisherman and President of the Mary-
land Watermen’s Association.

Beginning in 1799, fishermen aboard U.S. registered fishing
vessels were provided health care coverage, but that was stopped
in 1981. Since that time fishermen in a highly seasonal and, at
times, dangerous occupation have found it difficult, extremely
expensive, and sometimes impossible to get coverage. Following
on a successful Massachusetts’ program, fishermen are asking
for inclusion of language to provide for a national health care
demonstration program for the nation’s fleet. Language to create
such a program was introduced in legislation, HR 4940 Section
4(e), by Congressman Barney Frank (D-MA). CFA is asking
Congress to include Mr. Frank’s language in this year’s reautho-
rization of the Magnuson-Stevens Act.

The House Resources Committee is expected to “mark-up”
on Wednesday its reauthorization bill, HR 5018, which Repre-

FISH FACTS

sentative Frank is a co-author. CFA is seeking inclusion of the
language from the Congressman’s bill, Section 4e of HR 4940, in
the final versions of the House and Senate’s reauthorization bill.

“Nationally, the rate of uninsured fishermen is three to four
times the national average,” says David Bergeron, Executive Di-
rector of the Massachusetts Fishermen’s Partnership. “HR 4940
Section 4(e) will save lives and save money.”

The proposed language of HR 4940 Section 4(e) is based on the
highly successful Health Care program created by the Massachu-
setts Fishermen’s Partnership. Since 1997, the Fishing Partner-
ship Health Plan has provided access to high quality, affordable
health care coverage to Massachusetts fishing families. Since the
FPHP’s inception, the rate of uninsured Massachusetts fishermen
has dropped from 3% to 13%.

“Now fishermen have a chance to bring health care coverage
to fishing families across the nation,” said Sara Randall of the
Commercial Fishermen of America. “Now is the time for fish-
ing communities to call on their Congressmen and Senators to
include the Fishing Industry Health Care Coverage Demonstra-
tion Program in the final version of the Magnuson Stevens Act
reauthorization.”

The Commercial Fishermen of America asks fishermen and
concerned citizens to visit their website at www.cfafish.org to
get more information on how to take action on the Health Care
Initiative.

Jfrom page 8

fish products with consumer expenditures at $55.1 billion in 2002.”-
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), Ad-
ministrator Conrad Lautenbacher.

“In 2003, the U.S. imported $11 billion worth of seafood prod-
ucts. Meanwhile we exported $3.1 billion, leaving us with an
almost $7.9 billion seafood trade deficit. Of all natural resource
trade deficits, this ranks second or third behind oil and gas de-
pending on how forest products are grouped.”- National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), Administrator Conrad
Lautenbacher.

Ocean Threats

The collapse of fisheries and other threats to oceans lead to the
creation of the Pew Oceans Commission and the US Commission
on Ocean Policy (USCOP)

According to both the Pew and USCOP reports, the major threats
to our nation’s oceans are:

1) Fishing Pressure

2) Coastal Development

3) Pollution

4) Marine Aquaculture

Coastal land is being developed for housing at twice the rate of
population growth. There is an increase in pollution from run-off
of streets and paved surfaces. It is estimated that every 8 months
11 million gallons of oil runs off into the ocean, the equivalent of
the Exxon Valdez Spill. - Pew Oceans Commission

Estuaries, wetlands, and coastal environments are critical breeding
grounds and foraging habitats for marine life. “Estuaries and coastal
wetlands provide <habitat for> 90 percent of our recreational fish
catch and 75 percent of the nation’s commercial harvest.” In the
U.S., more than 50% of the countries original wetlands have been
lost. - National Marine Fisheries Service

Specific water bodies suffer from specialized problems such as fish
kills and shellfish bed closings tied to particular pollution sources
(agriculture, toxic chemicals, thermal plumes, etc.).- National
Marine Fisheries Service.

Fisherman’s Prayer:

“Dear God, be good to me; the sea is
so wide, and my boat is so small...”

Two boys were walking home from Sunday school
after hearing a strong preaching on the devil.

One said to the other, 0What do you think about all
this Satan stuff?6

The other boy replied, 0Well, you know how Santa
Claus turned out. Itis probably just your Dad.6
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Shore Leave/Port Security
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Tougher Checks for Foreign Sea e —
Crew in Border Security Boost

Oooooooomooom

The Australian Government will provide a $100 million boost to 00000I000000i00000 0 00N 0I0 0000 0000 0000000a!
border security through the introduction of 2 new Maritime Crew | OygymnOINO 0I000100:000]0000000000000:0000000000]
Visa category, to provide tougher checks of foreign sea crew. IO 0000000 000 0 0000I0000I0000 00000000 0ma0]

The move was announced today by Minister for Immigration, 000I00m00I0000000000000000 0010000001000 0001000000]00000000
Amanda Vanstone, and Minister for Justice and Customs, Chris A el o

Ellison. The Government is committing $100.3 million over five 00100 O00000IC000IMoC0I0000I000100 0000000000000 01000
years for the new visa. oooom
The Department of Immigration and Multicultural and Indigenous NI000000I000NoON 0000000000000 0000000 00000n00

Affairs will receive $55.3 million for IT systems associated with |y OrODON00000II000I0000 D000 0 0000 0x 000000
the new visa and to record sea crew movement records; employ 19| qnomonoDIDIOONOI0000N 000000 000 000I0000i00000]
additional Regional Seaports Officers to assist industry with the | nggogooomDmMONIOOXDoONOOTO 0NON0000I00IDI00I0000000
new visa, conduct vessel boardings and manage compliance and | [omyIIONN00IO00ODION0ON00N0I0ON00N 0 0I0 0000000000 000
employ additional staff in DIMIA’s Entry Operations Centre to | nomyggomo0m00000000007 0070 0000000000000 00i0000]

support the shipping industry. (010000000 000I000000000000000ie0It0I00Noo oD ooItmo
The Australian Customs Service will receive $39.5m for 66 new 10T T A
Customs Officers to enforce the new provisions as part of Customs’ OoooIomnomooom

vessel clearance process and the Australian Security Intelligence
Organisation will receive $5.5m under the package. The new visa
applies from July 2007.
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00 000 0
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“The Australian Government is constantly looking at means of |y yyOpDIOHOIONONIDON0000IOI000 000000 0000000I00000:0
further improving the protection of our borders from an increasing | jymp 000 00I0NOI0000I0NO 0000000000 0I0000I000c0 0000
range of threats,” Minister Vanstone said. 00000000 OM000ONI0 oMo 00 0 0000000000000 0000000000000

‘Seafarers are currently granted Special Purpose Visas on arrival 000000noCIioOmoomOoINo0iDoo0E IO 00D OI000o0 D 00mO 0oiom
in Australia following checks against DIMIA’s Movement Alert 0 0. A
List. This new visa category will ensure security checking for 00000I000000I00000I0E000000000

foreign sea crew is consistent with checking already in place for 0000000000000 0000 D00 0000i0000I0000,000000000
t oth i 1 ies. I N R }

oSt OTHET VIsG eaiegories SN i i o o m ami{ mmwmmn

_‘Infuture, sea crew will need to apply for and be granted a Mari- | nynnopmoomomINm00000 0000000000000 000 ONNo00000]

time Crew Visa before arriving in Australia, allowing these checks | yymnoomnmn0o0mooInInDINooNDOMON00X00I00CoI000]

and any issues of concern to be addressed well ahead of arrival in | oo oD oOIDID0T 0T 000IDNID0I000IOONOI00 O O

Australia.’
0 o oo o W A WA
1 . 0 A A VWA
o . 0 ) 000 1 ) 0
“The extra funding will allow Customs to deploy an additional | ynmrn0m0NO0T0 00000000 0000 0000000 0000000000700 0]
66 officers at key shipping ports around Australia,” Senator Ellison | nmpnmmmingnoinron000000i0r0000000 0070001n0 0900000

About 650 000 people travel to and from Australia each year by
sea — 90 per cent of them are crew on visiting commercial ships.

said. (0000oIoonooNoUOm
‘It’s important that the Government and shipping industry continue

to work closely on the introduction of the visa. 00000I000000I000 00000000 0 0000000000000 000D
‘I thank the industry for its collaboration in the development of OroCmonn

border security initiatives and look forward to the industry’s con- 00000I000000000

tinued assistance in implementation. oooomoooa
‘It’s important to remember that the new visa is as much about DD[DD[_DDD:PDD]DDDDD

enabling the entry of genuine foreign crew into Australia as it is DD_DDD-DDD—DDDDDDDDDDDDDD]D

about ensuring our border security is among the best in the world,’ 000000000000

Senator Ellison said.
22 December 2005
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Jamaica in danger of
piracy hotspot listing

A string of pirate attacks on ships in the Caribbean in the first
quarter of 2006 could prompt the International Maritime Bureau
to list Jamaica as a hot spot.

The Caribbean Sea is a vital route for the North and South
American oil trade, with oil cargoes sailing daily to US and
South American ports.

Noel Choong, head of the IMB piracy reporting center told Re-
uters it would list Jamaica as a hot spot for piracy if the attacks
continued, and would continue to monitor Caribbean waters.

In the first three months of this year, three piracy attacks were
reported in Jamaican waters. The number of reported piracy at-
tacks worldwide for that same period rose to 61 from 56 a year
ago.

The current hot spots are off the coasts of Somalia and Nigeria,
according to the IMB.

In Other News...

| Bill introduced to improve maritime and cargo security

| Representative Brown (R-SC) introduced a bill (H.R. 5720)
to improve maritime and cargo security, and for other purposes.

p g Y purp

| Port Hueneme — possible port security threat

| The US Coast Guard issued a Press Release stating that it
and various federal and local law enforcement agencies are

investigating a possible port security threat on a ship in Port

| Hueneme, California. A threatening message was found writ-

| ten on a steel beam in the cargo hold of the ship, which had

| recently arrived from Guatemala. (6/26/06).
Coast Guard bill approved by House of Representatives

| The House Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure
issued a Press Release stating that the House of Representa-

I tives has approved the Coast Guard and Maritime Transpor-

| tation Act of 2006 (H.R. 889). The bill had been approved

| previously, but was returned for an amendment. (6/27/06).

| Bill introduced to authorize appropriations for USCG
Representative Young (R-AK) introduced the Coast Guard

Authorization Act of 2006 (H.R. 5681) to authorize appropria-

tions for the Coast Guard for fiscal year 2007, and for other

purposes. Among other things, the bill, if adopted, would:

(1) allow for establishment of anchorage grounds out to 12

| nautical miles from shore and increase the penalty for viola-

| tion of anchorage ground regulations from $100 to $10,000;
(2) authorize the Coast Guard to assess a civil penalty of up
to $10,000 for simple possession of a controlled substance

| on a vessel or waterfront facility; (3) require facility security
plans to provide a system for seamen assigned to a vessel at

I that facility and representatives of seamen’s welfare and labor
organizations to board and depart the vessel through the facil-

| ity in a timely manner at no cost to the individual; (4) prohibit

| attachment of a maritime lien to a federal or state fishing

| permit; and (5) require a report to Congress on permanently

| moored vessels inspected and certificated by the Coast Guard.
6/26/06).
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Somali Piracy Update: 12 May 2006

Reports reaching here from Dubai indicates that the JIO/OTIID
and her crew are somewhere off the Omani coast waiting out a
violent storm.

It is said that the owner, Mr. Narandra Shial, has contacted the
ship by satellite phone and expects the vessel to arrive in Dubai
within the next three days.

The OO, captained by Captain Mohammed Noor, has a total
crew of 11, all natives of the North Indian State of Gujarat.

The ship was hijacked on April 27 as it made it’s way to Kismayu
after unloading part of general cargo belonging to consortium of
20 businessmen in El-maan port area in Somalia.

Shial, who runs the Mustak Essa Trading Company, also gave the
first details about the crewman who was killed when the ship was
attacked by pirates in Somalia’s lawless coastal waters.

The dead crewman was named as Juma Othman, 32, who was
buried at sea following a funeral held onboard the ship.

Somali Piracy: Update 13 May 2006

The ill-fated OI00TOT has safely docked at the Hamriy port.

She is expected to discharge her cargo at Hamriy port before
heading to Deira abra.

The ship was hijacked on April 27 as it made it’s way to Kismayu
after unloading part of general cargo belonging to consortium of
20 businessmen in El-maan port area in Somalia.

July 4, 2006 1:15p.m. (PDT)

Reports filtering here from Somalia indicates that the CJI0ICI00O00
000100 is missing. It is reported that she has lost contact with her
owners shortly after her departure from Bosasso Somalia on 17
June 06.

She should be empty after discharging her WFP cargo and is
overdue in Mombasa. However Kenya Ports Authority today web
site shows she is at the MTONGWE anchorage.

She has not been seen at sea but that does happen sometimes.
We do not think it is piracy, but you never know. It could just be a
Communication failure too.

Anyway, it looks like events in Somalia may bring an end to
Piracy soon.

Meanwhile, we are informed that a cargo ship UI0IOIIIOOND
has foundered near Socotra Territorial waters with commercial
cargo. Itis said two dead bodies of the crew members have been
seen floating.

July 4, 2006 3:20pm.

We are informed that JI0]O0000OONOC has started communicat-
ing again with her Mombasa-based owners. Everything reported
well, although the sea is very rough.

Meawhile, reports reaching here indicates CIIOIOIO0IOI0 which
foundered near Socotra is still missing.

There were 19 souls aboard her: 5 are still missing and one con-
firmed dead (13 have been saved), so the two dead found floating
could be those counted as missing.
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Upcoming Events For Maritime Ministry

September 17-30, 2006 ICMA’s Seafarer Ministry Training
September 18-19, 2006 AOSUSA Administrative Board
Meeting - Seafarers and International House, New York, NY
September 20-22,2006 NAMMA Conference - Newark, NJ
September 28, 2006 World Maritime Day

January 30-31, 2007 AOSUSA Annual Conference -
American Maritime Officers Star Center, Dania, FL

June 24-29, 2007 AOS World Congress - Gdynia, Poland
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Seattle Fishermen’s Memorial

Recognition and Comfort

In 1988, the Seattle Fishermen’s Memorial dedicated a magnificent
bronze and stone aggregate monument at Seattle’s Fishermen’s
Terminal. The celebration culminated years of effort and gen-
erous contribution by Seattle’s commercial fishing community.
This towering sculpture and the bronze name plaques at its base
have become a place of reverence, recognition and healing for
the families of more than 500 local commercial fishermen and
women who have lost their lives pursuing their livelihood since
the turn of the century.

More than a tribute to an industry and the lives of its men and
women, the monument fills a special need for commercial fish-
ing families. In many instances, those who are lost at sea simply
vanish, leaving their loved ones without a word or a trace. The
construction of this monument has provided their memory a
residence, a site for family and friends to visit, to place flowers,
to reflect and to heal.

Each Spring, on the first Sunday of May, the Memorial hosts
a service to honor all of those who have died at sea and to place
additional names on the plaques. Sadly, commercial fishing re-
mains the country’s most dangerous profession, and new names

have been added each year.




